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Calendar AB 118 grant workshop; Moyer workshops 

INSIDE   
Coalition Gets Seat on AB 118 
Advisory Committee Coalition 
Executive Director Pete Price has 
been appointed to the CEC’s Ad-
visory Committee for the AB 118 
Alternative and Renewable Fuel 
and Vehicle Technology Program 
2010–2011 Investment Plan.  

The committee is essentially a 
sounding board—it provides advice 
and guidance to the CEC on plan ele-
ments. “The CEC wanted to include 
several stakeholder organizations 
that do not apply for funding and 
therefore are not disqualified from 
serving on the Advisory Committee,” 
says Price. “I think the commission 
has recognized the value of having 
industry stakeholders, who will be 
carrying out much of the work, inte-
grated into the committee.”

By law, the committee must 
include, but is not limited to, repre-
sentatives of fuel and vehicle tech-
nology consortia, labor organiza-
tions, environmental organizations, 
community-based justice and public 
health organizations, recreational 
boaters, consumer advocates, 
academic institutions, workforce 
training groups, and private indus-
try as well as representatives from 
the Resources Agency; Business, 
Transportation and Housing Agency; 
Labor and Workforce Development 
Agency; and California EPA.

The committee’s first public meet-
ing is scheduled for Jan. 14 at CEC 
headquarters in Sacramento.

Port Clean Truck Programs  
Begin Next Phase The next phase 
of the clean truck programs at the 
ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach begins Jan. 1, when trucks 
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CARB May Ease Up on Truck Rule
Board asks staff to develop diesel rule amend-
ment that would give truckers more flexibility

The California Air Resources Board has directed staff to develop an 
amendment to the Statewide Truck and Bus rule for on-road heavy-duty 
diesel vehicles “to provide truck fleets more flexibility … in light of the 

recession’s effect on the [trucking] industry.”
The board, acting at its Dec. 9 meeting, asked staff to consider three options: 

adding a “medium” fleet category (the rule currently defines “small” fleets as 
those with three or fewer trucks and considers all other fleets “large”); al-
lowing a two-year exemption from the rule for the first 10 trucks of any fleet; 
and delaying the 
entire rule for 12 
months. Other pos-
sible amendments 
include tying imple-
mentation to an eco-
nomic recovery and 
increasing credits 
for on-time or early compliance. The board will consider proposed modifica-
tions at its April meeting.

Truckers testifying at the meeting pushed hard for changes, saying they 
can’t afford to comply and that diesel pollution has dropped anyway because 
the weak economy has meant fewer trucks on the road. Some even urged CARB 
to drop the rule or move the compliance date far into the future—but that 
won’t happen, said CARB Chair Mary Nichols, because the state is obliged 
to meet 2014 federal air quality standards and can’t do it without cutting 
heavy-duty diesel pollution.

Regulation affects nearly 1 million trucks The regulation, approved last 
December, requires owners of more than 400,000 state-registered vehicles and 
500,000 out-of-state vehicles that visit California each year to modernize and 
retrofit their fleets to cut PM and NOx emissions beginning in 2011. 

Fleets must upgrade vehicles to meet best available control technology 
(BACT) performance standards. The BACT standard for PM is an engine 
equipped with the highest-level verified diesel-emission control strategy 
(DECS) or an engine with an OEM-installed particulate filter. The BACT 
standard for NOx is a new engine manufactured in 2010 or later, or a 2010-
equivalent engine. 

Truckers pushed hard for changes, 
saying they can’t afford to comply and 

that diesel pollution has dropped.
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with 1993 model year and older 
engines will be banned from port 
service, and trucks with diesel en-
gines from model years 1994–2003 
must be retrofitted with an approved 
emission control system. 

Qualified Prop. 1B grant appli-
cants may continue operating their 
old trucks until April 30 or until their 
new grant-funded trucks are deliv-
ered, whichever comes first.

Clean Energy Signs L.A. Con-
tract, Opens New Stations Veo-
lia Transportation Services has 
contracted Clean Energy to build, 
operate, and maintain a CNG bus 
fueling station at Veolia’s facilities 
in downtown Los Angeles. Con-
struction will begin in January, 
with completion expected mid-year. 
Veolia, which is under contract 
with the L.A. County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro), 
will begin operating CNG buses for 
the agency in April.  

In addition, Clean Energy has 
completed stations serving CNG-
powered refuse fleets in San Luis 
Obispo (South County Sanitary Co.); 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. (Choice Environ-
mental); Hamilton Township, N.J. 
(Central Jersey Waste); and Boise, 
Idaho (Allied Waste Services). All 
are operational.

LCFS Presentation Delayed 
CARB moved the staff presentation 
on modifications to the Low Carbon 
Fuel Standard from the Dec. 9–10 
board meeting agenda to the Janu-
ary 28–29 agenda. The presenta-
tion is for board information only; 
CARB has not announced when the 
board will vote on modifications.
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Starting Jan. 1, 2011, fleets have to install DECS for certain engine model 
years. Between Jan. 1, 2013, and the end of 2022, fleets will have to reduce 
both PM and NOx emissions by accelerating engine or vehicle replacement. 
Fleets can choose one of three compliance paths (see CalNGV News, 12.22.08 
for details). Small fleets have an extended compliance schedule. ◗

EPA Finding Lets GHG Rules Proceed
The U.S. EPA announced Dec. 7 that greenhouse gases (GHGs) “threaten the 
public health and welfare of the American people” and that GHG emissions 
from on-road vehicles contribute to that threat. The findings were expected—
and were necessary for the EPA to proceed with the GHG standards for new 
light-duty vehicles proposed in May (CalNGV News, 6.1.09).

The proposed new rules, issued jointly with the Department of Transporta-
tion, cover vehicle model years 2012–2016, and require cars, light-duty trucks, 
and medium-duty passenger vehicles to meet an estimated combined average 
emissions level of 250 grams CO2 per mile. Other provisions include a cap on 
methane emissions of .03 grams per mile and credits for AFVs. 

NGVAmerica comments on key aspects NGVAmerica filed comments 
with the EPA Nov. 27 opposing the methane cap, proposing instead a CO2-
equivalent average rule that incorporates requirements for CO2, methane, and 
nitrous oxide. NGVAmerica argues that the cap could hamper introduction of 
light-duty NGVs to the market and is unnecessary because NGVs have lower 
full fuel-cycle emissions than gasoline vehicles. 

NGVAmerica also asked the EPA to consider a number of changes to the 
AFV credits plan, including extending the proposed AFV credits through 
the 2017 model year, allowing NGV manufacturers to earn early credits for 
vehicles sold in 2009–2011 (as the EPA has proposed for other advanced tech-
nology vehicles), and including bifuel vehicles as long as the vehicles operate 
mostly on the alternative fuel.

In addition, NGVAmerica commented on the EPA proposal to exempt small 
businesses that manufacture AFVs and aftermarket conversion systems, say-
ing that large aftermarket manufacturers should also be exempt; otherwise, 
they might be discouraged from entering the U.S. market. ◗

calendar

Carl Moyer Program Workshops 
Dec. 14, El Monte | Dec. 15, Fresno | Dec. 17, Sacramento
Public workshops will discuss potential changes to program guidelines related 
to administrative issues and source categories (see CalNGV News, 11.2.09). 
Details: www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/mailouts/msc0942/msc0942.pdf
Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Program Grant Workshop
Dec. 15, Sacramento
This workshop covers required proposal information, review and scoring crite-
ria, project selection and awards, terms and conditions, and the timeline for at 
least $46 million in AB 118 grant awards: $21.5 million (potentially increasing 
to $26 million) for biomethane production projects; $13.8 million (potentially 
increasing to $17 million) for infrastructure to store, distribute, and dispense 
electricity, E85, biomass-based diesel, and natural gas; and $9.5 million (poten-
tially increasing to $12 million) for projects designed to commercialize advanced 
medium- and heavy-duty vehicle technologies. 
Details: www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/transportation.html
Alternative Fuels & Vehicles
May 9–12, Las Vegas
The Alternative Fuel Vehicle Institute’s national conference and expo is 
aimed at fleet decision makers, with sessions on trends, research, policies, 
and products and services. Details: http://www.afv2010.com
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