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News Briefs
Calendar CEC public workshop walks potential grant  
applicants through new AB 118 solicitations; CARB  
schedules workshops on Moyer Program revisions 

INSIDE   
Westport and Volvo Advance 
Engine Development Westport 
Innovations has entered into an 
agreement with Volvo to provide 
the Swedish auto manufacturer 
with the Westport HD natural gas 
fuel system for heavy-duty en-
gines. Westport also will work with 
Volvo to qualify suppliers that can 
meet Volvo’s quality and volume 
requirements. 

The two companies signed an 
agreement in July 2008 to integrate 
and test Westport’s HD system on 
Volvo engines. Under the new agree-
ment, the companies will share 
program development expenses. 
The new natural gas engines are 
expected to meet European emis-
sions requirements.

CNG Paratransit Vehicle Slated 
for Production Volume produc-
tion of the MV-1, a wheelchair- 
accessible vehicle designed to 
meet the needs of paratransit, 
taxi, and consumer markets, is 
slated to begin in October 2010, 
according to the Vehicle Produc-
tion Group (VPG). The MV-1 will 
be available in dedicated CNG and 
gasoline versions, using the Ford 
4.6L 2V EFI V8 engine.

Miami-based VPG says the MV-1 
is the first factory-built and as-
sembled vehicle designed to meet 
Americans with Disabilities Act re-
quirements, and the only vehicle in 
its class with an OEM-engineered, 
factory-assembled, dedicated CNG 
fuel system. 

Clean Energy has formed a stra-
tegic partnership with VPG and 
plans to expand its CNG fueling 
infrastructure in key U.S. markets 
to support MV-1 fleets.
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Hearing Looks at HOV Lane Issues
Coalition testifies on multiple benefits of  
continued access for single-occupant NGVs

Continued HOV lane access for single-occupant NGVs will provide 
multiple benefits to California, the Coalition testified at the first of 
two state Senate Transportation and Housing Committee hearings 

exploring state policy on special-purpose highway lanes.
The hearing, held Nov. 17 in Sacramento, featured panels addressing three 

broad topics: the rationale for HOV lanes and the performance of California’s 
HOV system, the performance of California’s high-occupancy/toll (HOT) lanes, 
and HOV lane access for low-emission vehicles. Committee chair Sen. Alan 
Lowenthal (D-Long 
Beach) chaired the 
hearing; committee 
vice-chair Sen. Bob 
Huff (R-Diamond 
Bar) also attended. 

Representatives 
of Caltrans, CARB, 
and the Bay Area’s Metropolitan Transportation Commission testified that 
the HOV lane system has achieved its objectives (reducing highway congestion 
and improving air quality) to at least some extent; U.C. Berkeley Professor 
Pravin Varaiya gave an alternative take, presenting a statistical analysis 
indicating that HOV lane goals have not been met.

San Diego Association of Governments and Orange County Transportation 
Authority representatives discussed HOT lane operations, including free ac-
cess for qualifying low-emission vehicles (the Orange County agency allows 
free access for white-sticker vehicles, which include NGVs). 

“This is a very unsettled question: if we established an extensive HOT 
lane network, to what extent would you allow free access for cars with mul-
tiple passengers or clean air stickers?” notes Coalition Executive Director 
Pete Price.

Low-Emission Vehicle Panel Argues for Access Another CARB repre-
sentative opened the last panel with a brief statement supporting HOV 
lanes as long as they encourage carpools and clean vehicles. The Caltrans 
representative explained the sticker system—white for vehicles that meet 
the California SULEV and federal ILEV standards; yellow for hybrid or 
alternative fuel vehicles that meet California’s AT-PZEV standard and get 

‘This is not a windfall. Buyers of  
dedicated alternative fuel vehicles … 

need the extra incentive.’
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Calendar
Carl Moyer Program Revision 
Workshops 
Dec. 14 | El Monte
Dec. 15 | Fresno
Dec. 17 | Sacramento
The December public workshops 
are part of a series discussing  
potential changes to program 
guidelines related to administra-
tive issues and source categories 
(see CalNGV News, 11.2.09 for 
background). 

Details: www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/
mailouts/msc0942/msc0942.pdf

Alternative and Renewable 
Fuel and Vehicle Program Grant 
Workshop
Dec. 15 | Sacramento
The California Energy Commission 
released solicitations on Nov. 
25 for at least $46 million in AB 
118 grant funding: $21.5 million 
(potentially increasing to $26 mil-
lion) for biomethane production 
projects; $13.8 million (potentially 
increasing to $17 million) for infra-
structure to store, distribute, and 
dispense electricity, E85, biomass-
based diesel, and natural gas; and 
$9.5 million (potentially increasing 
to $12 million) for projects de-
signed to commercialize advanced 
medium- and heavy-duty vehicle 
technologies. 

The workshop will cover required 
proposal information, review and 
scoring criteria, project selection 
and awards, terms and conditions, 
and the timeline. 

Details: www.energy.ca.gov/con-
tracts/transportation.html 
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45 mpg—and noted how rapidly gasoline-electric hybrids like the Prius 
snapped up the maximum number of yellow stickers available. A Toyota 
representative testified that HOV access was a key contributor to selling 
the Prius. 

Price delivered the final formal statement of the day, arguing that HOV 
lane access for NGVs unequivocally serves as a purchase incentive. He pre-
sented seven letters from taxi companies that use NGVs supporting that 
claim, and noted that California Honda dealers selling the Civic GX, as well 
as focus groups, report that one of the primary reasons people buy the car is 
for HOV lane access.

“This is not a windfall—a benefit awarded to people who would have bought 
the car anyway,” Price says. “Buyers of dedicated alternative fuel vehicles 
have to be willing to deal with a less widely available fueling infrastructure, 
and they need the extra incentive.”

Access Still Needed While New Policies Expand Market Lowenthal 
asked why there aren’t more light-duty NGVs on the road if the incentive 
is so powerful; Price referred legislators back to state policy, noting that 
the Coalition has argued for years that California needed a suite of policies 
encouraging alternative fuel vehicles, similar to those that have led to a 
dramatic rise in NGV use in Europe.

“With the recent adoption of the Pavley regulations, AB 32, the Low 
Carbon Fuel Standard, and AB 118 incentives to commercialize alternative 
fuels and vehicles, California should see significant changes driven by state 
policies,” he said. 

Price also noted the air quality advantages of using the HOV lane incen-
tive to encourage the purchase of ultralow-emission vehicles like NGVs: 
NOx emissions from a light-duty NGV are up to 60 percent lower than 
those from an average gasoline-powered vehicle; the American Council for 
an Energy-Efficient Economy has named the Civic GX the cleanest internal 
combustion vehicle in the world for six years running; and a recent National 
Research Council report found that CNG-powered vehicles have among the 
lowest health and environmental impacts on a lifecycle basis of all on-road 
transportation technologies, and are expected to have the lowest impacts 
by 2030 (see CalNGV News, 11.16.09).

White-Sticker Vehicles Don’t Cause Congestion As for congestion wor-
ries, there is no evidence that NGVs currently are clogging HOV lanes, Price 
told hearing attendees.

“We have no quarrel with the fact that the main purpose of HOV lanes is 
to reduce congestion,” Price says. “When enough NGVs have been purchased 
that they lead to HOV lane degradation it will be entirely appropriate for the 
state to ask whether the incentive has had its intended effect and should be 
discontinued. 

“But another HOV lane objective is to improve air quality by reducing 
vehicle emissions. So, if right now you can incentivize the purchase of ve-
hicles that will do that without increasing congestion, and serve the state’s 
broader interests in promoting alternative fuels and vehicles, why wouldn’t 
you do that?”

Second Hearing to Focus on Upcoming Vehicle Models The next hear-
ing, slated for Dec. 1 in Los Angeles and themed “HOV Lanes: The Next 
Generation,” will consider upcoming clean vehicle models and the barriers 
to consumer acceptance. 

“The committee is looking for a rationale to continue the incentive, but 
to limit it to avoid lane congestion and windfall incentives where none are 
needed,” Price says. “Should it be limited by a specific number of vehicles, as 
with current hybrids, or by a time period or a specific technology?”

The Coalition will continue to make the case that any way you slice it, 
single-occupant NGVs should retain access to HOV lanes at least through 
the currently proposed sunset of 2014. ◗
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