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News Briefs
Moyer Program CARB starts work on revising guidelines
NGVs Worldwide Use expected to nearly double by 2015

INSIDE   
Port of Long Beach Settles  
ATA Challenge to Clean Truck 
Program The Port of Long Beach 
and American Trucking Associa-
tions (ATA) have reached an out-
of-court settlement of ATA’s federal 
lawsuit, which challenged aspects 
of the port’s clean trucks program 
concession requirement.

Under the agreement, approved  
by the Board of Harbor Commis-
sioners Oct. 19, the concession 
requirement will be replaced with a 
streamlined registration process for 
drayage firms that want to serve the 
port. It eliminates all requirements 
not related to environmental con-
cerns, according to an Oct. 21 article 
in the Los Angeles Times; trucking 
companies that register still must 
agree to comply with environmental, 
safety, and security mandates. 

The settlement—which must be 
approved by a federal judge—has 
drawn fire from those who support-
ed Long Beach’s original program, 
including the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, which is working 
with the Port of Los Angeles to de-
fend the port’s clean truck program 
against the ATA’s pending lawsuit. 
The Long Beach settlement will not 
affect that litigation, which is set 
for trial Feb. 15 in a federal district 
court in Los Angeles.

UN Report: Biomethane Best for 
Transportation Biomethane from 
manure is by far the most effective 
biofuel at reducing greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions compared with 
other transportation fuel options, 
says a recent report by the United 
Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP) International Panel for Sus-
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Key Initiatives Get Public Hearing
Coalition prepares for upcoming meetings, filing 
deadlines on HOV lanes, LCFS, other issues

Several key policy and funding initiatives affecting the NGV industry 
will get public hearings over the next couple of months. The Coalition 
encourages industry members to attend all relevant meetings or provide 

information for our presentations—the stronger the industry’s showing, the 
more effective the Coalition’s advocacy will be. 

CPUC Order Instituting Rulemaking
Replies to comments due Nov. 6
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has issued an Order Insti-
tuting Rulemaking (OIR) to consider alternative-fuel vehicle tariffs, infrastruc-
ture, and policies to support California’s greenhouse gas emission reduction 
goals. The Coalition 
and industry lead-
ers were instrumen-
tal in persuading 
the commission to 
include natural gas 
in a proceeding that 
initially focused en-
tirely on plug-in hybrids and battery electric vehicles.

The opening comments deadline was Oct. 5; replies to those comments are 
due Nov. 6. Comments and other proceeding documents are posted here.

HOV Lane Access
Public hearings Nov. 17 in Sacramento, Dec. 1 in Los Angeles
Bills to extend HOV lane access for NGVs and other “white sticker” vehicles 
appeared headed for passage in the just-ended legislative session, but ended 
up getting held pending hearings to examine competing concepts for HOV 
lane use. These hearings will address two key issues: whether the state should 
continue to allow single-occupant vehicles in HOV lanes originally intended for 
carpools, and whether the state should allow some HOV lanes to be converted 
into high-occupancy/toll (HOT) lanes. Several local and regional transporta-
tion agencies want to convert HOV lanes to HOT lanes to fund projects that 
are stalled because of the state’s budget problems. 

The Nov. 17 hearing will focus on the current status of HOV lanes, examin-
ing whether they’re achieving their goals of encouraging carpooling, reducing 
traffic congestion, and improving air quality. The Dec. 1 hearing will look at 

The Coalition will testify on the  
benefits of continued HOV lane  

access for NGVs.

http://www.cngvc.org
http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/proceedings/R0908009.htm
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tainable Resource Management.
The report, released Oct. 16, 

points out that some biofuels can 
significantly increase GHG emis-
sions and lead to other problems, 
but concludes that biomethane 
from manure can deliver net GHG 
benefits up to 174 percent greater 
than conventional transportation 
fuels. Those benefits are nearly 
double what’s projected for second-
generation biofuels produced from 
agricultural and forestry waste. 

The report also includes a com-
mentary concluding that produc-
ing biogas from maize (corn) yields 
three times as much energy per 
hectare as producing ethanol 
from corn.

The report, Towards Sustainable 
Production and Use of Resources: 
Assessing Biofuels, is based on a 
detailed review of published re-
search. Learn more here.

NGV Use to Nearly Double by 
2015 There will be 17 million NGVs 
on the road worldwide in 2015, up 
from 9.7 million in 2008, according 
to a new report from Pike Research, 
a clean tech market intelligence firm. 
That year, NGV sales are expected to 
surpass 3 million vehicles.

The report analyzes opportunities 
and challenges facing the range of 
NGVs, assesses CNG and LNG tech-
nologies, and examines key drivers 
of demand for fleet and consumer 
markets. North America and India 
will be the fastest-growing markets 
over the next five years, it says. 
Learn more about the report and get 
an executive summary here.  
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proposals to improve HOV lane performance, especially by converting HOV 
lanes to HOT lanes. 

The committee’s current plan is to invite testimony from state and local 
agencies and academic researchers. Stakeholders, including auto manufacturers 
and alternative fuel advocates such as the Coalition, will have an opportunity 
to testify during the hearings’ public comment period. The Coalition will testify 
on the benefits of continued HOV lane access for NGVs and argue that such 
access is appropriate for vehicles that truly deserve and need the incentive.

LCFS Modifications
Board votes on changes Dec. 9–10 in Sacramento
CARB has addressed most of the Coalition’s concerns about the Low Carbon 
Fuel Standard (LCFS) regulation. The Coalition continues to work with 
CARB to resolve key outstanding issues: revisions to the Energy Economy 
Ratio (EER) for heavy-duty natural gas engines and getting additional LNG 
pathways recognized as compliant fuels.

The Coalition hopes the board will have the opportunity to adopt positive 
changes in these areas, along with all the other modifications, at its Dec. 
9–10 meeting. This notice summarizes LCFS modifications to date and gives 
a history of the process.

AB 118 2010–11 Investment Plan
Series of public meetings
The Coalition filed comments Sept. 28 urging the CEC to maintain the cur-
rent plan’s focus on the “deployment and commercialization of near- and 
medium-term technologies that can lead to the long-term proliferation of 
ultralow-carbon fuels,” and recommending several changes for NGVs.

Work on the plan, including a series of public meetings, is ongoing. The 
next meeting had not been posted at press time. ◗

CARB Starts Work on Moyer Revisions
CARB is planning potentially significant revisions to Carl Moyer Program 
guidelines, staff revealed in an Oct. 29 introductory public workshop that 
outlined the areas under review and called for stakeholder input.

The agency is focusing on two areas: administration and source catego-
ries (on-road, off-road, etc.). In the administration area, CARB will consider 
whether changes are needed to streamline requirements, increase flexibility, 
and address differences in the way rural and urban districts use the program. 
Staff also will consider whether changes are needed in the grant process—some 
air districts make awards on a first-come, first-served basis; others select 
projects deemed to have the most value. CARB will hold three workshops on 
administration issues in December and hopes to present revisions for board 
approval in March or April.

In the source categories area, revision goals are to improve flexibility for 
currently funded categories, increase participation in underused categories, 
and determine whether new categories can be funded. CARB will hold five 
workshops on source categories issues—three in December, one in March, and 
one in June—and hopes to present revisions for board approval in October.

Staff encouraged workshop participants to identify other ideas for improv-
ing the Moyer Program through CARB administrative guidelines (changes 
to the statute are not on the table). One issue the Coalition will raise is the 
need to ensure that projects receiving funding from sources in addition to 
Moyer are not penalized by including the non-Moyer funds in the Moyer 
cost-effectiveness calculation. This issue was addressed in AB 1527 (Lieu), 
which the governor vetoed on the grounds that CARB has the authority to 
make the needed changes.     

The revision initiative was prompted by a decrease in projects eligible for 
Moyer funding due to new state regulations and economic factors, and a desire 
to ensure that publicly funded emissions reductions are achieved efficiently.

  Workshop details are in the staff presentation. ◗
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