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Policy File
Port Trucks Programs cut emissions ahead of schedule
Landfill LNG WM’s Altamont plant begins production
News Briefs Oakland truck ban; Baytech certifications 

INSIDE   
The Coalition has been tracking the 
following bills and others related 
to alternative fuels and vehicles 
throughout the legislative session. 

AB 892 | Author: Furutani
In brief: Authorizes Goods Move-
ment Emission Reduction Program 
(GMERP) applicants to reallocate 
unspent Prop. 1B funds to other 
transportation-related purposes, 
including reducing emissions and 
improving air quality in trade corri-
dors, or to backup projects covered 
by the same grant agreement. If the 
applicant has no other qualifying 
projects, CARB must reallocate the 
funds within the same air district.  
Details: Due to the recession, 
some GMERP recipients have had 
to back out of awarded projects. AB 
892 ensures that the funds will first 
be available for other projects by 
the applicant or in the same goods 
movement corridor.
Status: Signed into law.

AB 1500 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant alternative fuel  
vehicles (“white stickers”) three 
years beyond the current sunset, to 
Jan. 1, 2014.
Status: To Senate Inactive File; 
two-year bill.

AB 1527 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Allows vehicle emissions 
reduction projects funded by the 
Carl Moyer Program or Prop. 1B 
to also receive AB 118 or federal 
funds, provided those funds result 
in additional reductions.
Details: Sponsored by CALSTART 
and supported by the Coalition. 
The bill was amended to clarify 
that funds from AB 118 or other 
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Coalition Sets Policy Priorities 
With legislative session over, Coalition assesses 
2009 results, identifies follow-up actions

W ith Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger taking his final action on bills Oct. 
11, the Coalition has assessed 2009 legislative and regulatory results 
and identified priorities into 2010.

Because of the state’s fiscal crisis and the fact that major legislation 
related to alternative fuels and vehicles has been enacted in the past few 
years, legislative activity affecting the NGV industry was light. Most bills 
the Coalition tracked this year became two-year bills and will be scheduled 
for hearing in 2010. 

Three bills awaiting resolution were signed (see Policy File), but the most 
important one was vetoed: AB 1527, authored by Assemblymember Ted 
Lieu, would have allowed vehicle emissions reduction projects funded by 
the Carl Moyer Pro-
gram or Prop. 1B 
to also receive AB 
118 funds or fed-
eral funds, provided 
those funds resulted 
in additional reduc-
tions. The gover-
nor’s veto message says the bill is unnecessary because CARB already has 
the authority to revise program guidelines, and it would “detrimentally relax 
the cost-effectiveness calculations for [C]ARB’s existing emission reduction 
incentive programs.”

The veto was a disappointment and a surprise, says Coalition Executive 
Director Pete Price. “CALSTART [which sponsored the bill] was assured by 
CARB that earlier concerns had been resolved by amendments,” he says. 
“We’re going to continue working with CARB because clearly the current 
process runs the risk of making good projects appear less cost-effective and 
reduces their chances of qualifying for funding.”

The Coalition will argue the case at a new round of CARB workshops on 
revisions to the Moyer guidelines; the next workshop is scheduled for Oct. 
29 (details to come).

HOV Lane Access AB 1500 (Lieu), the Coalition-sponsored bill to extend HOV 
lane access for NGVs and other “white sticker” vehicles, was held along with 
the similar SB 535, authored by Sen. Leland Yee, pending hearings this fall 

The AB 1527 veto was a surprise  
and a disappointment; work on cost- 

effectiveness issues continues.
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state or federal sources do not 
count when calculating the cost- 
effectiveness of a project funded 
by Carl Moyer or Prop. 1B, thus 
preventing the project’s cost- 
effectiveness from being artificially 
lowered. 
Status: Vetoed.

SB 535 | Author: Yee
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant alternative fuel 
vehicles (“white stickers”) as long 
as authorized by federal law, elimi-
nating the current 2011 sunset. 
Amended to also extend access to 
plug-in hybrids and similar hybrids, 
such as the Volt, but with a cap of 
65,000 vehicles. The provision for 
hybrids sunsets in 2015.
Details: SB 535 is sponsored by 
General Motors.
Status: To Assembly Inactive File; 
two-year bill.

SB 605 | Author: Ashburn
In brief: Grants a biogas pipeline 
in Fresno, Kern, Kings, or Tulare 
counties the same exemption from 
the California Environmental Qual-
ity Act (CEQA) granted to existing 
natural gas pipelines.
Details: Current law exempts new 
natural gas pipelines less than 
one mile long and maintenance or 
replacement of existing pipelines 
less than eight miles long from 
CEQA. SB 605 is designed to ac-
commodate pipeline spurs from 
dairy waste anaerobic digesters to 
the natural gas pipeline grid.
Status: Signed into law.

SB 626 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC), in consultation with the 
CEC, CARB, electric companies, 
and the auto industry, to evaluate 
policies ensuring sufficient infra-
structure for widespread use of 
plug-in hybrids.
Details: SB 626 was amended to 
require the CPUC to only evalu-
ate issues, not implement rules, 
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on policy regarding HOV lanes (see CalNGV News, 9.21.09). The hearings, 
scheduled for Nov. 17 in Sacramento and Dec. 1 in Los Angeles, will address 
two key issues: whether the state should continue to allow single-occupant 
vehicles in HOV lanes originally intended to encourage carpooling, and 
whether the state should allow some HOV lanes to be converted into high-
occupancy/toll (HOT) lanes.

The Coalition will testify at the hearings on the benefits of continued HOV 
lane access for NGVs and will continue working with Lieu, Yee, and others 
to retain access for NGVs.

Regulatory Progress Work on the regulatory front has been more productive. 
CARB has addressed most of the Coalition’s concerns about the Low Carbon 
Fuel Standard (LCFS) regulation (see CalNGV News, 10.5.09, for the latest 
changes), and the Coalition’s active engagement with the CEC helped to turn 
around initial thinking on the relevance of NGVs to the state, resulting in a 
2008–09 AB 118 Investment Plan (adopted in April) that allotted 23 percent 
of funding to natural gas projects.

The CEC will release a second solicitation for 2009 AB 118 funding propos-
als any day now. The initial round of funding was available only to projects 
that received federal American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) 
grants, and because relatively few met that standard, about $100 million is 
left to distribute in various categories. Applicants for second-round funding 
will not have to receive ARRA grants, though they will be required to have 
matching funds.

Meanwhile, the CEC has begun work on the 2010–11 Investment Plan. The 
Coalition filed comments urging the commission to maintain the current plan’s 
focus on the “deployment and commercialization of near- and medium-term tech-
nologies that can lead to the long-term proliferation of ultralow-carbon fuels,” 
and will continue working with the CEC and participating in workshops.

The Coalition also continues to work with CARB to resolve outstanding 
LCFS issues, including revisions to the Energy Economy Ratio (EER) for 
heavy-duty natural gas engines and getting additional LNG pathways rec-
ognized as compliant fuels.

Biomethane Access to Natural Gas Pipelines A top priority for 2010 is 
resolving issues related to getting biomethane into the natural gas pipeline. 
The Coalition hopes to research the true impediments to biomethane access 
and develop consensus recommendations for the Legislature and administra-
tive agencies. ◗

Ports’ Truck Programs Ahead of Plan 
The clean truck programs at the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are two 
years ahead of schedule for meeting their 2012 goal of an 80 percent reduc-
tion in emissions. The ports have more than 5,500 clean trucks in operation; 
about 300 of those are AFVs.

The programs began Oct. 1, 2008, when trucks prior to model year 1989 
were banned from port operations, removing 1,500 to 2,000 old diesel trucks 
from drayage operations. The new trucks generate emissions 90 percent lower 
than the vehicles they replaced.

Port of Los Angeles officials say their Clean Truck Program has delivered an 
estimated 70 percent reduction in emissions compared with the 2007 average. 
It’s likely that by January more than 90 percent of the cargo gate moves at Los 
Angeles terminals will be made by trucks meeting the EPA’s 2007 heavy-duty 
truck emissions standards; that would be enough to meet the 2012 goal.

However, a lawsuit filed by the American Trucking Associations (ATA) 
threatens the program, according to the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
which is fighting the suit along with the ports, Sierra Club, and Coalition 
for Clean Air. U.S. District Court Judge Christina A. Snyder denied the 
ATA’s injunction request in April, and although a provision of the Port of 
Los Angeles’ plan requiring a phase-in of employee operators was put on hold 
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related to charging infrastructure 
for electric vehicles. The amend-
ments also delete any analysis of 
whether incentives are necessary 
to promote electric charging infra-
structure.
Status: Signed into law.

Station Directory Nears Comple-
tion—Last Chance for Ads The 
Coalition is finishing up work on 
a new version of the Natural Gas 
Fuel Station Directory for California, 
Arizona and Nevada. 

Like the previous edition, the 
directory will fit neatly in glove 
compartments and contain essen-
tial information (address, phone 
number, and hours of operation) 
and a map for each location. It will 
also be available on the Coalition 
website in a PDF version.

The directory is a great opportu-
nity for natural gas businesses to 
reach NGV users, and the Coalition 
is offering a variety of advertising 
opportunities. Contact the Coalition 
at 916/448-1015 or info@cngvc.
org to find out what’s still available 
and get a rate list.

Coalition Elects New Officers 
The Coalition board has elected 
new officers, all for two-year terms: 
Mitch Pratt of Clean Energy is chair; 
Jeff Reed of Sempra utilities is vice 
chair; and Colby Morrow of Sempra 
utilities continues as secretary/
treasurer. 
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pending a trial in February 2010, the requirement that port trucks be safe 
and adequately maintained was upheld. The ATA is asserting that federal 
legislation prevents the ports from requiring licensed motor carriers to meet 
safety, environment, and security-based standards. ◗

WM Biogas Plant Is Up and Running
The much-anticipated LNG-from-landfill-gas plant at the Altamont Landfill 
in Livermore is operational, with a grand opening slated for Nov. 2.

The plant, a joint venture between Waste Management and Linde, which 
provided the technology, is expected to produce 13,000 gallons of LNG a day 
at full capacity, enough to fuel 300 trucks. Waste Management says it’s the 
world’s largest facility of its kind. 

“Certainly, this is the first commercial LNG landfill gas facility to get up to 
this kind of capacity,” says Waste Management’s Chuck White. “We’ve been 
starting up for the last two months; there was nothing that was [a critical 
problem]. It’s working as it was designed and anticipated to work.” 

The LNG will be used to power Waste Management’s fleet of refuse trucks 
throughout the state. Fueling 300 trucks with biogas will reduce CO2 emis-
sions by 30,000 tons a year, the company says. ◗

news briefs

Port of Oakland Bans Pre-1994 Trucks The Oakland Board of Port Commis-
sioners has adopted a dirty truck ban effective Jan. 1 that prohibits trucks 
older than 1994 models from serving the port. Diesel trucks from model years 
1994 to 2003 must be retrofitted with particulate filters.

The ban goes further than the CARB regulation, which allows noncompliant 
trucks to serve the port if certain information about the trucks is recorded 
and reported to CARB. The Oakland ban denies entry to noncompliant trucks, 
with very limited exceptions.

The port board directed staff to develop a truck ban when it approved the 
Comprehensive Truck Management Plan (CTMP) in June; the CTMP itself 
conformed to the CARB regulation. (See CalNGV News, 06.29.09.) The port 
truck ban ordinance will go through a second reading Oct. 20. 
Baytech Obtains 2010 Certifications Baytech Corp. has received 2010 EPA and 
CARB certification for its CNG-powered 6.0-liter heavy-duty engine. Vehicle 
models covered include the Chevrolet Express and GMC Savana 4500 cutaway 
van, the Isuzu NR HD and Chevrolet/GMC W4500 cab-forward chassis, and 
the Workhorse Custom Chassis.
Greening Fleets Speeds Clean Transportation Transition Converting corporate 
fleets to natural gas or hybrid vehicles provides both environmental and eco-
nomic benefits, and is a way to speed the transition to clean transportation, 
according to a new report by the nonprofit Center for Automotive Research.

“Fleet vehicles account for nearly one of every five new vehicles purchased 
in the United States each year,” says the report. “Because fleets tend to turn 
over quickly, there is an opportunity to move a substantial number of cleaner 
technology cars and trucks onto the road in a small number of years.”

The report, which was funded by AT&T, looked at AT&T’s vehicle program  
and estimated that its initiative to convert 15,000 vehicles to CNG or hybrid tech-
nology could, over a 10-year period, reduce gasoline use by more than 49 million 
gallons and cut CO2 emissions by 211,000 metric tons, the equivalent of remov-
ing more than 38,000 vehicles from the road for a year. The AT&T program will  
also help support about 1,000 automotive jobs each year from 2009 to 2013.

If just one-quarter of corporate fleets switched to AFVs, that would cut 
annual CO2 emissions by the equivalent of 600,000 vehicles, cut gasoline 
consumption by 750 million gallons a year, and support 10,000 automotive 
jobs, the report says.
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