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n  Prop. 23: Study adds evidence it would harm innovation

n  Member News: Honda tops green ranking, WM adds CNG trucks 

n  New Station: MorBarg facility in Santa Barbara

Clean Energy, Pilot Flying J  
to Build Public Stations Clean 
Energy has signed an agree-
ment with Pilot Travel Centers 
to build, own, and operate 
public-access CNG/LNG fueling 
facilities at select Pilot Flying J 
truck stops nationwide. The first 
facility in California is in design 
phase and planned for Otay 
Mesa (San Diego); two more 
Southern California stations are 
in the planning stages.

Pilot Flying J is the largest truck-
fueling operator in the country, 
with more than 550 truck travel 
centers in 43 states and Canada. 
“This is the critical link for 
Clean Energy to be able to roll 
out natural gas truck-fueling 
services across the nation,” 
says Andrew J. Littlefair, Clean 
Energy president and CEO. 

Clean Energy and Pilot Flying J 
plan to roll out the stations by 
region, focusing on areas where 
corporate fleet demand is high-
est. The Southwest transporta-
tion corridor is a priority. 

Verizon to Roll Out CNG Vans 
Verizon has contracted with 
Steelweld Equipment of St. Clair, 
Missouri, to convert 300 Ford 
E-250 cargo vans to CNG for use 
by Verizon service technicians 
in Southern California. It’s the 
company’s first big introduction 
of CNG vehicles in the state. 
Verizon plans to add more than 
1,600 alternative fuel vehicles to 
its nationwide fleet this year.
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Heavy-Duty Infrastructure Expands
New stations connecting Las Vegas and Salt Lake City 
to Southern California; big fleets looking to LNG

The chicken-or-egg challenge of infrastructure vs. vehicles may be lessening for NGVs. There 
are strong signs that momentum for building out the West’s heavy-duty natural gas trans-

portation infrastructure is growing, and major fleets such as uPS, Ryder, J.B. Hunt, and Sysco are 
recognizing that natural gas is a viable and cost-effective option.

The latest evidence is the partnership of Clean Energy and Pilot Flying J to build fueling stations 
at Pilot Flying J truck stops (see News Briefs, at left). Analysts say the move should allow Clean 

Energy to develop infrastructure rapidly, and that it will help drive 
demand for heavy- and medium-duty natural gas trucks.

Other evidence: expansion of natural gas fueling infrastructure 
beyond the relatively well-served Southern California region. A 
number of underway projects are expanding clean transportation 
corridors out to Las Vegas and Salt Lake City, and there’s interest 
in developing the I-5 corridor. 

“These are major fleets with major initiatives, deploying hun-
dreds of trucks at a time, proving it can be done,” says Rebecca 
Schenker, project manager for the Interstate Clean Transportation 

Corridor (ICTC) program led by Gladstein, Neandross and Associates. “It’s something people are 
ready for in a way we haven’t seen before.”

The ICTC was begun in 1996, in partnership with the u.S. DOE’s Clean Cities program and a 
number of regional and state agencies, to develop corridors of LNG stations along I-5, I-15, and 
I-80 to support goods movement. ICTC activity has been increasing in the past year or two, due in 
large part to American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding and the rise of diesel fuel 
prices. (See CalNGV News, 9.07.09, for details on three ARRA-funded Clean Cities projects.) 

One significant ICTC project, a partnership between Ryder Trucks and the San Bernadino Associa-
tion of Governments, officially launched in August and will deploy 202 heavy-duty CNG and LNG 
trucks and develop two public-access CNG/LNG fueling facilities, in Orange and Rancho Cucamonga. 
The first truck deployment is slated to roll out at the end of this year, with fueling stations to be 
operational in April 2012. The $36.3 million project is funded by Ryder, the CEC’s Alternative and 
Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program (AB 118), and ARRA (through the Department 

of Energy’s Alternative Fuel and Advanced Technology Vehicles Pilot Program).
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‘These are major  
fleets with major 
initiatives … proving 
it can be done.’

—Rebecca Schenker,  
project manager, ICTC

http://www.cngvc.org
http://www.cngvc.org/pdf/newsletters/CalNGVNews_090709.pdf
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Honda Tops Greenest  
Automaker Rankings For 
the fifth time in a row, Honda 
claimed the top spot in the 
union of Concerned Scientists’ 
Greenest Automaker rankings, 
which rated the environmental 
performance of the top eight 
auto companies’ model  
year 2008 fleets. Toyota and 
Hyundai tied for second; Chrysler 
was last. The rankings, published 
every two years, are based on 
data for smog-forming and 
global warming emissions.

Waste Management Adds 
More CNG Vehicles Waste 
Management has begun convert-
ing its 100-vehicle diesel fleet 
in Vancouver, BC, to natural gas 
fuel, with 20 CNG trash trucks 
expected to be on the road by 
the end of the year. 

Private CNG Station Opens in 
Santa Barbara  Santa Barbara 
waste management company  
MarBorg Industries has opened a 
fueling station to serve the com-
pany’s 16 CNG refuse trucks.  
MarBorg spent about $1 million 
to develop the new station, 
which is not open to the public.
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Prop. 23 Would Hurt Clean Economy

A  new study provides further evidence that passage of Proposition 23—which would 
effectively suspend AB 32, California’s landmark Global Warming Solutions Act—would 

hurt the state’s cleantech economy and drag down innovation. 
The California Green Innovation Index, by Collaborative Economics and the nonpartisan 

nonprofit Next 10, shows that California is leading in green innovation and cleantech venture 
funding; the cleantech sector is one of the few areas of the economy that’s growing; and the 
state economy has benefited from efforts to cut carbon and improve energy efficiency. Its 
findings show that AB 32 is a major driver of the cleantech sector. 

“We certainly understand that the green economy is not going to create 2 million jobs tomor-
row and solve all the problems with the economy,” said F. Noel Perry, Next 10 founder and a sup-
porter of AB 32, in an October 7 article in Capitol Weekly. “But it is a foundation for the future.”

The Next 10 report comes on the heels of a university of California study that showed 
suspension of AB 32 would harm the cleantech sector, limit new technology investment, lift 
regulatory requirements on the oil and gas industry and utilities, and reduce state revenue 
(see CalNGV News, 9.20.10). w
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The Ryder project is important not just because of the size and visibility of the company, 
Schenker notes: “They have 1,600 trucks in Southern California alone, and they rent them out. 
They’re disseminating information about how [natural gas] trucks work.” 

Other projects are expanding the territory for heavy-duty NGVs. uPS is developing a station 
in Las Vegas with Clean Energy that will link Southern California LNG fueling along the heavily 
traveled I-15 with a growing natural gas network in utah. uPS is also adding 48 natural gas 
trucks and expanding a fueling facility in Ontario. Another project, begun with uPS but now 
supported by CH4 Energy, is extending the corridor out to utah with a fueling facility in Salt 
Lake City. The state of utah is also planning several more LNG fueling facilities. 

Momentum continues on many fronts  While ARRA funds and other government sup-
port have been key to getting recent NGV projects into development, Schenker is seeing lots 
of projects in varying stages of development and believes the momentum will continue. 

“I think we’ll see a lot more of these stations in the next few years,” she says. “[Fleets] are 
talking about the same issues we’ve always heard. But it’s no longer, ‘Do we want to go there?’ 
It’s ‘How do we get there?’ I think once we hit a three-year project ROI for vehicles and sta-
tions, they’ll be on board.”

Participation by OEMs and new-technology providers in heavy-duty markets is also growing. 
“New players are suddenly saying there’s a market here; we just have to learn how to tap it,” 
Schenker says. “And vendors who had been on the side of diesel are now looking at natural gas.”

There are still gaps—extending the clean transportation corridor up I-5 to Northern California 
then east to Reno is the “dream” goal for the ICTC, says Schenker. And there isn’t going to be 
as much money available.

“But all of that has had a lasting impact in terms of the excitement about alternative fuels,” 
she says, noting that there’s “a lot of creativity” in financing now, and more variety in the 
market. Schenker and others will be watching the Clean Energy/Flying J partnership closely. 

“If they can make it work with private funding, that will change the game,” she says. “It 
means facilities will be able to come online more quickly, and fleets and owner-operators will 
have a real opportunity to try LNG.” w
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