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Policy File
New Trucks Peterbilt adds two natural gas trucks
Support for NG groups advocate expanded use 
Calendar NGV Summit; AB 118 investment plan workshop

INSIDE   
The Coalition is tracking the following 
bills and others related to alternative 
fuels and vehicles throughout the 
legislative session. Check this space 
in every issue for updates.

AB 892 | Author: Furutani
In brief: Authorizes Goods Move-
ment Emission Reduction Program 
applicants to reallocate funds 
to other transportation-related  
purposes, including reducing emis-
sions and improving air quality 
in trade corridors, or to backup 
projects covered by the same grant 
agreement.
Status: To the governor.

AB 1097 | Author: Eng
In brief: Prohibits the state from 
buying light-duty cars and trucks 
unless they achieve at least 35 
mpg. 
Status: Held in Assembly Business 
and Professions Committee; two-
year bill.

AB 1212 | Author: Ruskin
In brief: Authorizes CARB to imple-
ment a “feebate” program consist-
ing of one-time rebates and one-
time surcharges on the sale of new 
passenger vehicles.
Status: Held in Assembly Transpor-
tation Committee; two-year bill.

AB 1500 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant alternative fuel  
vehicles  (“white stickers”) five years 
beyond the current sunset, to Jan. 
1, 2014.
Details: The Senate Transportation  
and Housing Committee insisted on 
an amendment to sunset the bill in 
2014 instead of 2016. Sponsored 
by the Coalition. 

continued on page 2
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Stimulus Fund Awards Favor NGVs
Natural gas vehicle and infrastructure projects 
earn large share of ARRA Clean Cities grants

The Department of Energy has awarded about $25 million through its 
Clean Cities program to NGV projects in California, offsetting the costs 
of adding two new refueling stations in Southern California and put-

ting almost 500 new heavy-duty trucks in operation at the San Pedro Bay 
ports and elsewhere in the state. The DOE estimates that these projects will 
displace about 5.65 million gallons of petroleum annually.

The funds are part of nearly $300 million allotted by the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to put more than 9,000 alternative fuel 
vehicles on the road 
and add 542 fueling 
stations to the na-
tion’s network. Each 
federal dollar will be 
matched by nearly 
two dollars from the 
project partners.

“The Clean Cities program is helping give state and local governments 
the tools they need to build a greener transportation system that will create 
new jobs and help to put America on the path to a clean energy future,” said 
DOE Secretary Steven Chu in the agency’s announcement. “Advancing the 
number of alternative fuel and advanced technology vehicles on the road will 
increase our energy security, decrease our dependence on oil, and reduce pol-
lution across the country.”

Projects Will Boost NGV Use Across the Country Nationwide, NGVs were 
included in 19 of the 25 Clean Cities programs funded, with projects in about 
16 states in addition to California. As a result, NGVAmerica estimates that 
more than 2,400 CNG vehicles and more than 600 LNG vehicles could be put 
on the road, and that more than 135 CNG stations will be built along with at 
least nine LNG stations and three biomethane facilities.

“This is a strong market signal that what’s been going on in California for 10 
years is really starting to take hold,” says Erik Neandross, CEO of Gladstein, 
Neandross & Associates (GNA). “We’re reaching the point where the market 
is ready to embrace [natural gas] on a large scale.”

GNA was instrumental in securing the Clean Cities funds for two of the 
California projects and nine others in various states, accounting for a total of 

‘This is a strong market signal that 
what’s been going on in California for 

10 years is really starting to take hold.’

http://www.cngvc.org


Policy File
continued from page 1

continued on page 3

Status: On Senate Floor.

AB 1502 | Author: Eng
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant clean vehicles 
to 2017, but only for SULEV/ILEV 
vehicles (including NGVs). 
Status:  Held in Assembly Transpor-
tation Committee; two-year bill.

AB 1527 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Allows a vehicle emissions 
reduction project funded by the 
Carl Moyer Program or Prop. 1B 
to also receive AB 118 or federal 
funds, provided they result in ad-
ditional reductions.
Details: Sponsored by CALSTART 
and supported by the Coalition. 
The bill was amended to clarify 
that funds from AB 118 or other 
state or federal sources do not 
count when calculating the cost- 
effectiveness of a project funded 
by Carl Moyer or Prop. 1B, thus 
preventing the project’s cost- 
effectiveness from being artificially 
lowered. 
Status: Passed Senate; to Assembly 
for concurrence.

SB 376 | Author: Simitian
In brief: Requires the California En-
ergy Commission (CEC) to submit 
to the Legislature and governor a 
Liquefied Natural Gas Market As-
sessment Report of 2011.
Details: SB 376 was amended to 
delete a provision that would have 
prohibited approval of construction 
or operation of an LNG terminal, 
onshore or off, until the report 
becomes final.
Status: Held in Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.
SB 535 | Author: Yee
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant alternative fuel 
vehicles (“white stickers”) as long 
as authorized by federal law, elimi-
nating the current 2011 sunset. 
Amended to also extend access to 
plug-in hybrids and similar hybrids, 
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44 percent of the funding. Clean Energy also played a significant role, helping 
its customers and partners in seven states receive ARRA awards totaling about 
$34 million. Those funds will offset costs of more than 800 natural gas–powered 
taxis, shuttle buses, refuse trucks, and heavy-duty trucks, and help defer the 
cost of 11 new natural gas fueling stations. A California project will deploy 
natural gas taxis and shuttles in the South Coast region.

California Project Funding Two of the federally funded California projects 
will receive an added boost from ARRA cost-share funding through the AB 
118 Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program, ad-
ministered by the California Energy Commission. California Clean Cities 
projects are: 

SCAQMD Heavy-Duty Natural Gas Drayage Truck Replacement 
Initiative: Replace 180 diesel drayage trucks at the ports of Los Angeles 
and Long Beach with LNG trucks, and provide workshops for operators and 
technicians working on the trucks. 
Total DOE award: $9,408,389. Estimated CEC award: $5,142,000.

SCAQMD UPS Ontario-Las Vegas LNG Corridor Expansion Project: 
Complete a long-planned 700-mile regional LNG fueling corridor across the 
southwestern United States, along one of the nation’s most heavily traveled 
truck routes for goods movement. UPS will build a public-access LNG sta-
tion in Las Vegas and deploy 48 heavy-duty LNG vehicles. The station will 
support the new trucks and an additional 161 LNG trucks in the UPS fleet, 
as well as other LNG fleets. 
Total DOE award: $5,591,611. (Under a separate award, UPS is adding two 
stations in Utah and deploying an additional 102 trucks.)

San Bernardino Associated Governments’ J.B. Hunt LNG Truck 
Project, Made in America Initiative: Deploy 262 heavy-duty LNG trucks 
in Southern California and construct two LNG refueling stations in San Ber-
nardino and Southgate that will support trucks serving ports as well as the 
region. This is the largest single deployment of natural gas on-road trucks in 
the United States to date, according to GNA. 
Total DOE award: $9,950,708. Estimated CEC award: $9,308,000.

These projects will build five LNG fueling stations connecting Southern 
California with Utah as part of the Interstate Clean Transportation Corridor 
(ICTC). The GNA-led project started in 1996 in partnership with the DOE’s 
Clean Cities program to develop sustainable corridors of LNG stations along 
I-5, I-15, and I-80 to support goods movement. 

“That UPS and J.B. Hunt, two of the top 10 companies, are stepping up to 
these kinds of routes and putting in multiple stations is very significant,” says 
Neandross. “It’s a huge market signal to other operators [whose customers] 
want to advertise low-carbon transportation.” ◗

news briefs

Peterbilt Expands Line with NGVs Peterbilt Motors Co. is expanding its truck 
line with two new natural gas vehicles, Peterbilt models 365 G and 384 G. 
Both will be powered by the Cummins Westport ISL G engine, which can run 
on CNG or LNG. The vehicles will be built at Peterbilt’s facility in Denton, 
Texas. Model 365 is available in set-forward and set-back axle configurations, 
with the ISL G engine providing 320 horsepower and 1,000 foot-pounds of 
torque. Model 384 provides a clean-running aerodynamic platform for ap-
plications including line, bulk, and tanker hauling.

Four Regions to Get More Severe Pollution Classifications The EPA’s act-
ing administrator for Region 9 has signed a proposed rule that would allow 
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such as the Volt, but with a cap of 
65,000 vehicles. The provision for 
hybrids sunsets in 2015.
Details: SB 535 is sponsored by 
General Motors.
Status: On Assembly Floor.
SB 626 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the Califor-
nia Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC), in consultation with the 
CEC, CARB, electric companies, 
and the auto industry, to evaluate 
policies ensuring sufficient infra-
structure for widespread use of 
plug-in hybrids.
Details: SB 626 was amended to 
require the CPUC to only evalu-
ate issues, not implement rules, 
related to charging infrastructure 
for electric vehicles. The amend-
ments also delete any analysis of 
whether incentives are necessary 
to promote electric charging infra-
structure.
Status: Passed Assembly; to Senate 
for concurrence.
SB 632 | Author: Lowenthal
In brief: Requires the ports of Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, and Oakland 
to give the Legislature an assess-
ment of their infrastructure and air 
quality improvement needs, includ-
ing total costs.
Details: The bill requires the ports 
to focus on projects that improve 
cargo movement efficiency, reduce 
traffic congestion, and reduce 
cargo-related air pollution.
Status: Placed on Assembly Inac-
tive File.
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AB 118 Investment Plan Workshop | Sept. 18 | Long Beach
This workshop conducted by California Energy Commission staff will collect 
information and data on natural gas and propane vehicles, fuel infrastructure, 
and biomethane production to use in developing the 2010–11 investment plan 
for the Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program. 
Details are available on the CEC site.

NGV Conference-Summit | Sept. 19–21 | Long Beach Convention Center
The annual gathering hosted by NGVAmerica features sessions on the natural 
gas supply; global NGV growth and its implications for the North American 
market; enhancing advocate-ally relationships to aid market development; 
making the most of the emerging renewable natural gas supply; and other 
topics. Go to http://cleanvehicle.org/conference/2009/index.shtml for details.

calendar

California to reclassify four eight-hour ozone nonattainment areas. The rule 
would move San Joaquin Valley from “serious” to “extreme,” the South Coast 
Air Basin from “severe-17” to “extreme,” and Sacramento Metro and Coachella 
Valley from “serious” to “severe-15.”

If finalized, the reclassifications will require the state to implement more 
stringent mitigation measures. The state has already submitted most of its 
revisions to the State Implementation Plan (SIP); the rule proposes a schedule 
for the remaining revisions. For details go to: http://www.epa.gov/region09/
air/actions/ca.html.

Groups Advocate Expanded Natural Gas Use Two high-profile organiza-
tions—the Center for American Progress, a progressive think tank, and the 
Energy Future Coalition, a nonpartisan public policy initiative that brings 
together business, labor, and environmental groups—are advocating federal 
policies to increase the use of natural gas.

“Recent technology advancements make affordable the development of 
unconventional natural gas resources,” the organizations say in an Aug. 10 
release. “This creates an unprecedented opportunity to use gas as a bridge 
fuel to a 21st-century energy economy that relies on efficiency, renewable 
sources, and low-carbon fossil fuels such as natural gas.”

In the transportation sector, the organizations recommend increasing 
incentives for natural gas–powered buses and heavy-duty trucks and creat-
ing incentives for communities to develop natural gas–powered bus rapid 
transit systems.

EPA to Classify CO2 as a Pollutant The EPA says it will classify CO2 as a 
dangerous pollutant, and expects to issue a formal endangerment finding 
within months. 

The announcement culminates a process begun in April, when the agency 
proposed declaring CO2 and five other greenhouse gases to be pollutants 
that can harm public health. A 60-day comment period yielded more than 
300,000 responses.

The finding would require the agency to regulate CO2 and greenhouse 
gas pollution under the Clean Air Act, and is likely to encourage more action 
on federal climate change legislation. While the House of Representatives 
passed an energy and climate bill in June, the Senate has pushed back plans 
to introduce a bill that would set new limits on CO2 emissions.

Analysis Looks at SCR and NGVs NGV Global published an interesting analysis 
of selective catalytic reduction (SCR) systems for diesel engines—the most 
common approach to meeting 2010 emissions standards—that predicts op-
portunities for NGVs. Natural gas engines stack up as simpler, more cost-
effective (on a lifecycle basis) way to meet the 2010 standards, NGV Global 
says. Read the analysis here.  
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