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Policy File
Coalition Leadership Chair moves on, resigns seat 
News Briefs CARB approves Hythane engine; BAF partners 
to expand product offering

INSIDE   
The Coalition is tracking the following 
bills and others related to alternative 
fuels and vehicles throughout the 
legislative session. Check this space 
in every issue for updates.

AB 892 | Author: Furutani
In brief: Authorizes Goods Move-
ment Emission Reduction Program 
applicants to reallocate funds to oth-
er transportation-related purposes, 
including reducing emissions and 
improving air quality in trade corri-
dors, or to backup projects covered 
by the same grant agreement.
Status: Passed Senate Appropria-
tions Committee; to Senate Floor.

AB 1500 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant AFVs (“white 
stickers”) five years beyond the cur-
rent sunset, to Jan. 1, 2014.
Details: Sponsored by the Coali-
tion. The Senate Transportation  
and Housing Committee insisted on 
an amendment to sunset the bill in 
2014 instead of 2016.  
Status: Passed Senate Appropria-
tions Committee; to Senate Floor.

AB 1527 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Allows a vehicle emissions 
reduction project funded by the 
Carl Moyer Program or Prop. 1B 
to also receive AB 118 or federal 
funds, provided they result in ad-
ditional reductions.
Details: Sponsored by CALSTART 
and supported by the Coalition. 
The bill was amended to clarify that 
funds from AB 118 or other state or 
federal sources do not count when 
calculating the cost-effectiveness 
of a project funded by Carl Moyer 
or Prop. 1B, thus preventing the 
project’s cost-effectiveness from 
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CPUC Agrees to Study Natural Gas
Commission votes to include natural gas in work 
to develop policies supporting state GHG goals

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) voted Aug. 20 to in-
clude natural gas in an Order Instituting Rulemaking (OIR) to consider 
alternative fuel vehicle tariffs, infrastructure, and policies that will sup-

port the state’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals.
The white paper providing the foundation for the OIR focuses on light-duty 

vehicle electrification; the Coalition urged the CPUC last month to also analyze 
the opportunities for and barriers to using natural gas as a transportation 
fuel (CalNGV News, 7.27.09).

Five NGV industry representatives attended last week’s CPUC meeting 
to press that case. 
Coalition Execu-
tive Director Pete 
Price reiterated the 
point that Califor-
nia now has a criti-
cal mass of policies 
that could drive real 
progress in adoption of low-emission vehicle fuels, and natural gas is in a 
strong position to gain market favor. He noted that many of the issues the 
commission plans to address for electric vehicles also apply to NGVs, such 
as whether utilities should have a special rate for energy used to power an 
AFV, whether they should provide vehicle incentives, and what policies will 
encourage infrastructure development.

Todd Campbell of Clean Energy outlined overall natural gas vehicle op-
portunities; Jonathan Burke of Westport Innovations spoke about opportuni-
ties in the heavy-duty sector; John Sledge of BAF Technologies talked about 
the growing number of vehicle conversion systems certified by the EPA; and 
Rich Kolodziej of NGVAmerica pointed out the vast increase in the amount of 
natural gas the country can recover, and the resulting likelihood that prices 
will remain stable.

Policy Makers Express Support In addition, Assembly member Kevin De 
León sent the commission a letter asking that the proceeding include natural 
gas. The letter points out that “state law requires the commission to evaluate 
both plug-in electric and CNG technology to fuel low-emission vehicles” and 
that several plans and directives, including the CPUC’s own Joint Energy 

‘We’ve succeeded in getting a foot-
hold, now it’s up to us to come back to 

the commission with input … .’

http://www.cngvc.org
http://www.cngvc.org/news-center/newsletter.php
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being artificially lowered. 
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee August 27.

SB 376 | Author: Simitian
In brief: Requires the CEC to submit 
to the Legislature and governor a 
Liquefied Natural Gas Market As-
sessment Report of 2011.
Status: Held in Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.
SB 535 | Author: Yee
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant AFVs (“white 
stickers”) as long as authorized by 
federal law, eliminating the current 
2011 sunset. Amended to also ex-
tend access to plug-in hybrids and 
similar hybrids, such as the Volt, but 
with a cap of 65,000 vehicles. The 
hybrid provision sunsets in 2015.
Status: Passed Assembly Appro-
priations Committee; to Assembly 
Floor.
SB 626 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), 
in consultation with the CEC, CARB, 
electric companies, and the auto 
industry, to evaluate policies en-
suring sufficient infrastructure for 
widespread use of plug-in hybrids.
Status: Passed Assembly Appro-
priations Committee; to Assembly 
Floor.
SB 632 | Author: Lowenthal
In brief: Requires the ports of Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, and Oakland 
to give the Legislature an assess-
ment of their infrastructure and air 
quality improvement needs, includ-
ing total costs.
Status: On Assembly Inactive File.
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CARB Certifies Hythane Engine CARB has certified a Hythane calibration 
for Ford 6.8-liter V10 engines used in E-450 vehicles, allowing commercial 
sale and use of the technology. Developed by Australia-based Eden Energy 
in conjunction with BAF Technologies, the calibration results in significant 
emissions reductions compared with the already clean 100 percent natural 
gas version of the engine. (Hythane is a blend of 20 percent hydrogen and 
80 percent natural gas.) According to Eden, the engine running on Hythane 
emits 10.5 percent less CO2, 40 percent less nonmethane hydrocarbons, 49 
percent less CH4, and 70 percent less particulate matter.

The calibration was created for a Hythane project in progress at San Fran-
cisco International Airport. The project, currently in the design and permitting 
stage, includes station infrastructure and the conversion of 27 Ford E-450 
airport shuttles to run on Hythane. 

BAF Partners to Boost Capacity BAF Technologies is partnering with Steelweld 
Equipment Co., a manufacturer and distributor of truck bodies and related 
equipment with locations in Southern California, Texas, and Missouri, to in-
crease NGV conversion capacity. The partnership allows Steelweld to sell CNG 
products with BAF’s proprietary CalComp System; BAF will train and certify 
Steelweld employees to complete CNG upfits according to BAF specifications. 
Technicians will also be trained to perform warranty and service work.

Steelweld designs and manufactures truck bodies to meet needs in the tele-
communication, public utility, construction, service, and cable  industries.

news briefs

Action Plan, call for the commission to “evaluate and implement policies to 
promote the development of equipment and infrastructure needed to facilitate 
the use of electric power and natural gas to fuel low emission-vehicles.”

The CPUC “should be proceeding to review both fuels to ensure that we 
are not picking winners and losers in the marketplace and to ensure that 
consumers have as many viable choices as possible,” the letter says.

Commissioner Timothy Simon also spoke out on the “need to maintain 
competitive neutrality” and noted NGVs’ market potential as well as recent 
federal incentives for NGV use. 

“This was a victory for us,” Price says. “We’ve succeeded in getting a foothold; 
now it’s up to us to come back to the commission with input on what we think 
should be done in terms of utility policy to support the NGV market.” ◗

Coalition Chair Moves on, Resigns Seat
Coalition Chair Bill Zobel is leaving his job as manager of clean transportation 
programs for Sempra Utilities to become senior vice president of business devel-
opment at Trillium, and consequently is resigning from the Coalition board. 

“The CNGVC is a well-respected organization that many policy makers and 
industry participants rely upon. It has been a true pleasure leading the organi-
zation,” Zobel says. “I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with the CNGVC and 
hope to continue working with everyone.”

At Trillium, Zobel will focus on building the brand and expanding the busi-
ness from transit operations to other markets where Trillium’s large-scale CNG 
facilities are in demand, such as refuse and goods movement. “When you talk 
about CNG around the country, I want Trillium to come to mind,” he says. 

The board will elect a new chair at its next meeting, tentatively scheduled 
for October. In the interim, Vice Chair Mitch Pratt of Clean Energy will serve 
as board chair. Jeff Reed, director of market development and emerging tech-
nologies for Sempra Utilities, will take Sempra’s board seat. 

“The Coalition deeply appreciates Bill’s diligent service and we’re happy he’s 
staying in the NGV industry,” says Coalition Executive Director Pete Price. 
“We look forward to working with Bill in the future.” ◗
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