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Policy File
Port Cleanup Oakland OKs clean truck program
News Briefs Commission drops port lawsuit; Mack debuts 
natural gas refuse truck; natural gas supply estimate grows

INSIDE   
The Coalition is tracking the following 
bills and others related to alternative 
fuels and vehicles throughout the 
legislative session. Check this space 
in every issue for updates.

AB 892 | Author: Furutani
In brief: Authorizes Goods Move-
ment Emission Reduction Program 
applicants to reallocate funds to oth-
er transportation-related purposes, 
including reducing emissions and 
improving air quality in trade corri-
dors, or to backup projects covered 
by the same grant agreement.
Status: In Senate Transportation 
and Housing Committee June 30.

AB 1097 | Author: Eng
In brief: Prohibits the state from 
buying light-duty cars and trucks 
unless they achieve at least 35 
mpg. 
Status: Held in Assembly Business 
and Professions Committee; two-
year bill.

AB 1212 | Author: Ruskin
In brief: Authorizes CARB to imple-
ment a “feebate” program consist-
ing of one-time rebates and one-
time surcharges on the sale of new 
passenger vehicles.
Status: In Assembly Transportation 
Committee; two-year bill.

AB 1500 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant alternative fuel  
vehicles  (“white stickers”) five years 
beyond the current sunset, to Jan. 
1, 2016.
Details: Transportation Committee 
amendments limit the extension to 
AFVs. HOV lane access for hybrid 
vehicles will expire Jan. 1, 2011.
Sponsored by the Coalition. 
Status: In Senate Transportation 
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Biomethane Summit Is a Big Hit
First national gathering draws overflow crowd to 
discuss policy, projects, financing, and more

The first National Biomethane Summit drew 285 people to Sacramento 
June 23—an overflow crowd reflecting growing awareness of biometh-
ane’s potential as a clean, ultralow-carbon fuel made from renewable 

resources. The event, produced by Gladstein, Neandross & Associates (GNA) 
and hosted by the California Natural Gas Vehicle Partnership, attracted an 
audience almost twice the anticipated size.

“In this economy, where conference attendance is definitely off, getting 
more than expected 
was really a great 
outcome,” says Anne 
Hellwig, vice presi-
dent for events and 
marketing at GNA. 
She notes that the 
timing synced up 
perfectly with new leadership in Washington and the current focus on energy 
and climate issues. 

“AB 32 and the Low Carbon Fuel Standard [LCFS] are also providing a 
real push and the incentives needed to create a viable market for biomethane 
as a vehicle fuel,” Hellwig says. “It’s also just plain exciting to think that 
we can produce plentiful natural gas for transportation from municipal or 
agricultural waste streams.”

Attendees hailed from all sectors The variety of stakeholder groups repre-
sented—municipal government agencies, engine and equipment manufactur-
ers, legislators, alternative energy and transportation staffers, dairy owners, 
fuel and infrastructure providers, technology developers, and regulatory 
agencies, among others—was key to the event’s success, Hellwig says.

“I saw so many introductions being made in every corner of the conference 
that it was clear this group never really had an opportunity to convene on 
this topic before,” she says. “Dairy operators were networking with equipment 
providers who were getting information about funding opportunities that are 
managed by regulatory agencies—there was a fantastic synergy there.”

The agenda included discussions of how biomethane fits into California’s 
major regulatory and funding initiatives (AB 32, the LCFS, AB 118);  
successful biomethane markets in Europe; current projects, opportunities, 

‘The thing that came up again and 
again was the great potential for  

biomethane in California.’

http://www.cngvc.org


Policy File
continued from page 1

continued on page 3

and Housing Committee June 30.

AB 1502 | Author: Eng
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant clean vehicles 
to 2017, but only for SULEV/ILEV 
vehicles (including NGVs).
Details: The author decided to hold 
the bill when Assembly member 
Lieu agreed to amend AB 1500, 
limiting the extension to alternative 
fuel vehicles. 
Status:  Held in Assembly Transpor-
tation Committee; two-year bill.

AB 1527 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Allows a vehicle emissions 
reduction project funded by the 
Carl Moyer Program or Prop. 1B 
to also receive AB 118 or federal 
funds, provided they result in ad-
ditional reductions.
Details: Sponsored by CALSTART. 
The bill was amended to clarify 
that funds from AB 118 or other 
state or federal sources do not 
count when calculating the cost- 
effectiveness of a project funded 
by Carl Moyer or Prop. 1B, thus 
preventing the project’s cost- 
effectiveness from being artificially 
lowered. 
Status: In Senate Transportation 
and Housing Committee June 30.

SB 376 | Author: Simitian
In brief: Requires the CEC to submit 
to the Legislature and governor a 
Liquefied Natural Gas Market As-
sessment Report of 2011.
Details: SB 376 was amended to 
delete a provision that would have 
prohibited approval of construction 
or operation of an LNG terminal, 
onshore or off, until the report 
becomes final.
Status: Held in Senate Appropria-
tions Committee.
SB 535 | Author: Yee
In brief: Amended to retain HOV 
lane access for single-occupant 
NGVs (“white stickers”) until termi-
nated by the federal government, 
sunset access for current-genera-
tion hybrids in 2011, and expand 
access until 2015 to advanced  
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and issues in generating biomethane from landfills and dairy farms; and 
funding sources.   

“The thing that came up again and again was the great potential for bio-
methane in California—there are a lot of biomethane resources in the state,” 
says Coalition Executive Director Pete Price, who moderated a panel called 
“The Legislative and Regulatory Landscape and the Road to Commercializa-
tion of Biomethane Vehicle Fuel.” Numbers told the story; for instance:

Biogas generated by current, in-use technology could displace 29 percent 
of diesel fuel used in California, Westport Innovations President and COO 
Michael Gallagher pointed out in the introductory discussion. 
California is the largest dairy state in the nation, with more than 1.7 mil-
lion cows producing 65 billion pounds of manure and 14.6 billion cubic feet 
of capturable methane a year, said Allen Dusault, sustainable agriculture 
program director for the nonprofit Sustainable Conservation. 
About 50 percent of the methane generated by California landfills is eco-
nomically recoverable as fuel—about 200 million diesel-gallon equivalents 
a year, reported Chuck White, Waste Management’s director of regulatory 
affairs for the western region.

One project that got a lot of attention as an excellent demonstration of 
biomethane’s potential is the Hilarides Dairy operation. With about 9,000 
cows, the dairy is making CNG from biomethane that fuels trucks powered by 
2010-certified Cummins Westport ISL G engines. They run a 300-mile round 
trip delivery route from Lindsay to Hilmar, California, with an estimated fuel 
cost of $2 per diesel gallon equivalent.

Price noted that while there’s a lot of buzz around biomethane, its dramatic 
greenhouse gas benefits are not widely known, and the conference was prob-
ably an eye-opener for many. “Most of the people in that room, I bet, were 
shocked when they saw the slide comparing the lifecycle carbon intensities 
of various fuels and saw that biomethane is the lowest—far lower than elec-
tricity or hydrogen.”

Opportunities and challenges Conference speakers also covered both the 
incentives for biomethane development provided by recent state and federal 
initiatives and the lingering barriers. 

Clean Energy Director of Public Policy Todd Campbell, who spoke on Price’s 
panel, called for California to improve access to national biomethane produc-
tion by minimizing transport costs; to ease California’s testing requirements 
for biomethane produced at nonhazardous landfills in California, after produc-
ers demonstrate their ability to meet Public Utilities Commission standards; 
and to seek additional R&D funds to further advance biomethane production 
at small- to medium-size facilities.

Jeff Reed, director of market development and emerging technology for 
Southern California Gas Co., said the utility is advocating for incentives to 
level the playing field with other resources, such as ethanol. And Paul Martin, 
environmental services director for Western United Dairymen, urged the state 
to ease the permitting process for digesters, which involves multiple agencies, 
sometimes working at cross purposes.

Coming up next GNA plans to hold the conference again and is already work-
ing on biomethane events in Southern California and Washington, D.C.

“There are exciting projects going on in both of these areas, and the next 
conferences should take place within the next 12 months,” Hellwig says. ◗

Oakland Port OKs Clean Truck Program
The Oakland Board of Port Commissioners has approved a Comprehensive 
Truck Management Plan (CTMP) that includes funds to help retrofit diesel 
trucks serving the ports so they meet CARB’s 2007 emissions requirements.

The port is providing $5 million to supplement $5 million in Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District funds to help retrofit 600 trucks with PM filters 
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AT-PZEVs that achieve 65 mpg.
Details: SB 535 is sponsored by 
GM, which seeks access to HOV 
lanes for the Volt and plug-in hy-
brids, provided they achieve 65 
mpg. Access for NGVs remains 
indefinitely.
Status: In Assembly Transportation 
Committee June 29.
SB 626 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the California 
Public Utilities Commission, in 
consultation with the CEC, CARB, 
electric companies, and the auto 
industry, to evaluate policies en-
suring sufficient infrastructure for 
widespread use of plug-in hybrids.
Details: SB 626 was amended to 
require the PUC to only evaluate, 
not implement, issues related to 
charging infrastructure for electric 
vehicles. The amendments also 
delete any analysis of whether in-
centives are necessary to promote 
electric charging infrastructure.
Status: In Assembly Transportation 
Committee June 29.
SB 632 | Author: Lowenthal
In brief: Requires the ports of Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, and Oakland 
to give the Legislature an assess-
ment of their infrastructure and air 
quality improvement needs, includ-
ing total costs.
Details: The bill requires the ports 
to focus on projects that improve 
cargo movement efficiency, reduce 
traffic congestion, and reduce 
cargo-related air pollution.
Status: Passed Assembly Trans-
portation Committee; to Assembly 
Appropriations Committee.
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Maritime Commission Drops Port Lawsuit The Federal Maritime Commission 
(FMC) has moved to withdraw its lawsuit opposing the San Pedro Bay ports’ 
clean truck programs, filing a dismissal motion June 16 in the U.S. District 
Court in the District of Columbia. The lawsuit, filed in October 2008, sought 
to prohibit certain measures in the port plans, including the requirement that 
trucking concessionaires own and operate their fleets. In April, U.S. District 
Judge Richard Leon dismissed the related injunction request, saying that the 
FMC’s claims were weak and suffered from “critical flaws.”

The FMC says the lawsuit is no longer necessary because the measures it 
opposes are no longer in place, due largely to actions stemming from a lawsuit 
filed by the American Trucking Associations against the ports’ concession 
plans in the U.S. District Court for Central California. As a result of that 
filing, U.S. District Judge Christina Snyder issued a preliminary injunction 
against certain oversight measures, such as concession fees and the Los An-
geles requirement that drivers be employees (CalNGV News, 05.04.09). The 
trial is set for Dec. 15.

Mack Trucks Offers Natural Gas Refuse Truck Mack Trucks is now offering 
its TerraPro Low Entry refuse truck equipped with a Cummins Westport 
natural gas engine, responding to growing demand from municipalities that 
are mandating alternative fuel vehicles in their refuse service contracts. 

The truck, engineered and built to operate on natural gas, is powered by 
the 9-liter Cummins Westport ISL G engine, which runs on CNG or LNG 
and meets EPA 2010 emissions standards. Waste hauler Groot Industries 
has ordered 20 CNG TerraPros, scheduled to go into service in the Chicago 
area by the end of the year.

Natural Gas Supply Is Greater Than 2007 Estimate The United States has a 
35 percent greater potential natural gas supply than estimated in 2007, ac-
cording to a report released June 18 by the Potential Gas Committee (PGC). 
The organization says the potential domestic natural gas supply is 2,074 
trillion cubic feet (TCF); U.S. consumption is about 23 TCF a year. Other 
recent reports, including an assessment by the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, also show increases in U.S. natural gas supplies. The PGC 
press release provides report details. 

news briefs

by Jan. 1, 2010. Staff are also seeking federal Diesel Emissions Reduction 
Act funds and working with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District and CARB to get additional funds for retrofits or replacements of 
500 more trucks.

Port staff estimate that 1,100 to 1,600 of the 2,000 trucks currently serving 
the port will be in compliance with the CARB Drayage Truck Regulation by 
Jan. 1. On that date, trucks prior to model year 1994 will be banned from port 
operations, and trucks from model years 1994 to 2003 must be equipped with 
a particulate filter or engine that meets the CARB standard. The program 
phases in cleaner trucks through Jan. 1, 2014, when all trucks must meet 
2007 emissions standards.

Community, environmental, and health advocates have criticized the Port 
of Oakland for lagging behind the aggressive clean truck initiatives at the 
ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, and for not exceeding CARB emissions 
requirements and schedules as the San Pedro Bay ports have done.  

The CTMP, which the board passed June 16, includes a total of $15.2 
million for fiscal years 2009–2012 to address air quality, safety and security, 
business operations, and community issues. It is a component of the port’s 
Maritime Air Quality Improvement Plan to reduce port diesel emissions 85 
percent by 2020. For more on the CTMP, go to www.portofoakland.com/en-
vironm/prog_07.asp. ◗
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