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n  New Engine: Volvo and Westport develop 13-liter engine

n  Green Driving: New eBay site offers info and used vehicles

n  Calendar: Great West Fleet Executive Conference, June 13–14

The Coalition is tracking the 
following bills and others 
related to alternative fuels 
and vehicles throughout the 
legislative session. 

AB 591 | Author: Wieckowski
In brief: Defines “hydraulic frac-
turing.” Requires anyone doing 
it to give the owner or operator 
of the well a list of chemicals 
used. Also requires the history of 
the well to note the amount and 
source of water used in explora-
tion or production, the radiologi-
cal components or tracers injected 
into it, and other details. 
Status: Withdrawn from com-
mittee; re-referred to Senate  
Appropriations Committee.

AB 1900 | Author: Gatto
In brief: Addresses various 
aspects of biomethane produc-
tion, transportation, and use in 
California. Requires the develop-
ment of gas testing protocols, 
quality standards, and accounting 
protocols to ensure that benefits 
are not counted more than once.
Status: Passed Assembly Appro-
priations Committee; to the Floor. 

AB 2196 | Author: Chesbro
In brief: Establishes conditions 
for sourcing and delivering 
landfill and digester gas counted 
under the Renewables Portfolio 
Standard program.
Status: Passed Assembly; in Sen-
ate Rules Committee awaiting 
committee assignment.

AB 2405 | Author: Blumenfield
In brief: Exempts “white sticker” 
and “green sticker” vehicles 
from toll charges imposed on 
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ACT Expo Reflects NGV Expansion
NGVs dominate at hot-ticket event, which draws record 
crowd as warm-up to 2013 debut in nation’s capital

The 2012 Alternative Clean Transportation (ACT) Expo set record participation numbers 
and  drew a slew of NGV exhibitors, reflecting a confluence of market factors driving 

industry growth.
The expo, which took place May 15–17 in Long Beach, drew more than 2,500 people and 

was twice the size of the 2011 ACT Expo in terms of both attendance and exhibitors, says Erik 
Neandross, CEO of Gladstein, Neandross & Associates (GNA), which 
organized the event.

Neandross says natural gas was the most prominent alternative 
fuel at the show due to a combination of factors: unprecedented 
growth in the natural gas fueling infrastructure, the growing num-
ber of OEMs who offer NGVs, and the abundance of conversion 
products on the market.

“This is happening at the same time as continued high gasoline 
and diesel pricing and a shale gas revolution that has led to sig-
nificantly increased production capacity and low, stable pricing,” 

Neandross says. “It’s all interrelated—each element helps to feed the others. This was all on 
display and a real focal point of ACT Expo 2012.” 

Coalition President Tim Carmichael notes that the expo attracted CEOs of some of the 
biggest trucking companies. “I heard a lot of buzz about the new 12-liter engines,” he adds. 
“Overall it felt like GNA really put this event on the map.” 

Event move to Washington in 2013 The profile could rise again next year, when the ACT 
Expo will take place in Washington, D.C., June 24–27. Neandross says the new location is a re-
sponse to the AFV movement gaining ground nationally and the expectation that regardless of 
who wins the presidential election, there will be a number of new cabinet secretaries in town. 

“Having the industry get out in front of policy makers is going to be really important in 
terms of keeping the momentum that’s been building over the last few years,” he says, adding 
that there will be a heavy emphasis on media outreach and educating Capitol Hill.

“We will also be helping to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the U.S. DOE Clean Cities Pro-
gram, which has been at the forefront of our nation’s AFV efforts for the last two decades,” 
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‘Having the indus-
try get out in front 
of policy makers 
is … important in 
terms of keeping 
the momentum.’
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single-occupant vehicles in high-
occupancy/toll (HOT) lanes, unless 
prohibited by federal law.
Status: Set for Senate Transpor-
tation and Housing Committee 
hearing June 12.  

AB 2583 | Author: Blumenfield
In brief: Requires the Depart-
ment of General Services to pur-
chase new AFVs and encourage 
their use through infrastructure 
and parking incentives.
Status: Passed Assembly Appro-
priations Committee; to the Floor.

SB 1054 | Author: Pavley
In brief: Requires an oil or gas 
well owner or operator to notify, 
among others, certain surface 
property owners and occupants 
at least 20 days before planned 
drilling operations. Also requires 
notification of state authorities 
before hydraulic fracturing.
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee.

SB 1455 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the CEC and 
CARB to coordinate efforts to 
attain the target in the State Al-
ternative Fuels Plan: alternative 
fuels must account for at least 26 
percent of fuel used in on-road 
and off-road vehicles by 2022.
Status: Passed Senate Appropri-
ations Committee; to the Floor.
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Neandross says. “We have already received tremendous feedback that this is the right move, 
and we are really encouraged that many ACT Expo 2012 sponsors and exhibitors have already 
signed up for the 2013 show.” w
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Part of the Great West Truck Show taking place in Las Vegas June 14–16, the inaugural Great 
West Fleet Executive Conference promises to provide fleet managers with the information 
they need to navigate the challenges and opportunities of doing business west of I-25. The 
conference was developed in conjunction with the California Trucking Association and other 
leading associations and agencies. Coalition President Tim Carmichael will speak on “Is Natural 
Gas a Viable Alternative for Your Fleet?” Details are here. 

Volvo and Westport Develop 13-Liter Engine Volvo Trucks recently unveiled plans to 
launch a 13-liter heavy-duty natural gas engine featuring Westport Innovations’ high-pressure 
direct injection (HPDI) technology. The product is scheduled to launch in the North American 
market in 2014.

“The partnership with the Volvo Group is an important product development program and 
will help meet the increasing demand for natural gas engines and vehicles in the heavy-duty 
market,” said David Demers, CEO of Westport Innovations, in announcing the collaboration.

In other Westport news, the company announced a broad range of product enhancements 
for natural gas Class 8 trucks, including higher horsepower and torque for Westport HD 15L 
engines and emissions aftertreatment improvements. 

Integrys Welcomes New President Mary Boettcher, former vice president of customer 
relations for Integrys Energy Group and a 30-year veteran of the energy business, has been 
appointed president of Integrys Transportation Fuels, responsible for operating and growing 
the company’s CNG business.

Integrys Energy Group, owner of several utility companies and an unregulated energy 
retailer, moved into the natural gas fueling business last year with the Sept. 1 acquisition of 
Trillium USA and Pinnacle CNG Systems. (See CalNGV News, 09.19.11.) 

eBay Launches Green Driving Site eBay’s new Green Driving site provides potential AFV 
buyers with vehicle options including CNG, hybrid, clean diesel, and ethanol vehicles, as well 
as high-MPG gasoline vehicles. Used CNG consumer cars, pickups, passenger vans, and heavy-
duty trucks are on sale through the site. 

Freightliner Drives Coast to Coast Drivers for Freightliner Trucks took a Cascadia 113 CNG 
Day Cab tractor featuring the new Cummins Westport ISX12 G engine across the country to 
prove that a coast-to-coast trip fueled by natural gas is now a real option. 

The tractor left Long Beach May 17 pulling a 53-foot trailer carrying a 30,000-pound load. 
It headed to Phoenix via I-10, then took I-40 to North Carolina. From there the tour took I-85 
and I-95 to get to its destination, Washington, D.C. Read more about the trip, including blog 
entries written along the way and the estimated fuel savings, here. 

AQMD Adds Car to Police Program The South Coast Air Quality Management District is 
adding a vehicle to its natural gas police vehicle demonstration program in response to strong 
interest from Southland cities.
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