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Calendar National Biomethane Summit set for June

INSIDE   
The Coalition is tracking the following 
bills and others related to alternative 
fuels and vehicles throughout the 
legislative session. Check this space 
in every issue for updates.

AB 892 | Author: Furutani
In brief: Authorizes Goods Move-
ment Emission Reduction Program 
applicants to reallocate funds to 
other transportation-related pur-
poses, including reducing emis-
sions and improving air quality 
in trade corridors, or to backup 
projects covered by the same grant 
agreement.
Status: In Assembly Appropriations 
Committee Suspense File.

AB 1097 | Author: Eng
In brief: Prohibits the state from buy-
ing light-duty cars and trucks unless 
they achieve at least 35 mpg. 
Status: Held in Assembly Business 
and Professions Committee; two-
year bill.

AB 1212 | Author: Ruskin
In brief: Authorizes CARB to imple-
ment a “feebate” program consist-
ing of one-time rebates and one-
time surcharges on the sale of new 
passenger vehicles.
Status: In Assembly Transportation 
Committee; two-year bill.

AB 1500 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant alternative fuel  
vehicles  (“white stickers”) five years 
beyond the current sunset, to Jan. 
1, 2016.
Details: Transportation Committee 
amendments limit the extension to 
AFVs. HOV lane access for hybrid 
vehicles will expire Jan. 1, 2011.
Sponsored by the Coalition. (See 
story, page 2.)

continued on page 2

www.cngvc.org 5.18.09 1

L.A. Approves Clean Truck Funds
Commission authorizes up to $44.2 million for 
alternative fuel trucks at Port of Los Angeles

The Los Angeles Harbor Commission has approved up to $44.2 million 
in port funding toward the 2009 Clean Truck Incentive Program at the 
Port of Los Angeles. The goal is to place into service 1,000 alternative 

fuel trucks, with 900 powered by LNG or CNG and 100 that run on lithium 
battery electric power. 

“Natural gas technologies offer a variety of environmental benefits that 
make them a good fit for drayage in this market,” said Executive Director 
Geraldine Knatz in 
the port’s announce-
ment. “Through this 
program we will 
help truck opera-
tors purchase alter-
native fuel trucks 
and continue our 
aggressive efforts to reduce port truck emissions.”

The funds will be used to offer concessionaires in the port’s Clean Truck 
Program incentives of up to $80,000 for each LNG or CNG truck they pur-
chase. Terminal operators or concessionaires can also receive up to 80 percent 
of the negotiated cost for each electric truck they purchase for terminal or 
drayage truck use. 

The 2009 program is expected to cost up to $100 million; the port is also 
applying for grants from the U.S. Department of Energy, CARB, and the CEC. 
The port will publish program guidelines and begin accepting letters of intent 

within the next 30 days.
The port’s 2008 incentive 

program put into service 
more than 2,200 trucks that 
meet or exceed 2007 EPA 
emissions standards. In the 
first six months of the Clean 
Truck Program, truck pollu-
tion within the Los Angeles-
Long Beach port complex 
has been reduced by 23 
percent, the port says. ◗

The program goal is to add 1,000  
alternative fuel trucks, 900 of them 

powered by LNG or CNG.

Trucks entering terminal gates at the Port of Los Angeles.

http://www.cngvc.org
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Status: In Assembly Appropriations 
Committee.

AB 1502 | Author: Eng
In brief: Extends HOV lane access 
for single-occupant clean vehicles 
to 2017, but only for SULEV/ILEV 
vehicles (including NGVs).
Details: The author decided to hold 
the bill when Assembly member 
Lieu agreed to amendments to 
AB 1500 limiting the extension to 
AFVs. (See story, at left.)
Status:  Held in Assembly Transpor-
tation Committee; two-year bill.

AB 1527 | Author: Lieu
In brief: Allows a vehicle emissions 
reduction project funded by the 
Carl Moyer Program or Prop. 1B 
to also receive AB 118 or federal 
funds, provided they result in ad-
ditional reductions.
Details: Sponsored by CALSTART. 
Pending amendments will clarify 
that funds from AB 118 or other 
state or federal sources do not 
count when calculating the cost- 
effectiveness of a project funded 
by Moyer or Prop. 1B, thus prevent-
ing the project’s cost-effectiveness 
from being artificially lowered. (See 
story, at left.)
Status: In Assembly Appropriations 
Committee.

SB 376 | Author: Simitian
In brief: Requires the CEC to submit 
to the Legislature and governor a 
Liquefied Natural Gas Market As-
sessment Report of 2011.
Details: SB 376 was amended to 
delete a provision that would have 
prohibited approval of construction 
or operation of an LNG terminal, 
onshore or off, until the report 
becomes final.
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee May 18.

SB 400 | Author: Corbett
In brief: Gutted and amended to 
deal with issues unrelated to NGV 
industry concerns.
Details: In its previous version, SB 
400 created a definition of “green 
vehicle” to be used by the California 
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HOV Lane, Funding Bills Move Forward
Two bills that would extend HOV lane access for single-occupant NGVs and 
other  alternative fuel vehicles (“white stickers”) and one that would let vehicle 
emissions reduction projects receive funding from multiple state programs 
have progressed to the Assembly and Senate Appropriations committees.

HOV lane bills shake out The number of HOV lane bills has dropped from 
three to two, one in each house. Assembly member Mike Eng (D-Monterey 
Park) decided to hold his bill, AB 1502, when Assembly member Ted Lieu  
(D-Torrance) agreed to amend the Coalition-sponsored AB 1500 to limit the 
access extension to AFVs. AB 1500 originally extended the sunset for all 
qualifying vehicles, including hybrids that get 45 mpg (“yellow stickers”). 
Eng, who chairs the Transportation Committee, believes there’s no need for 
a hybrid incentive and is concerned about HOV lanes clogging up as more 
hybrids hit the roads (CalNGV News, 3.9.09). 

AB 1500 now extends HOV lane access for single-occupant AFVs five years 
beyond the current sunset, to Jan. 1, 2016, but lets access for hybrid vehicles 
expire on Jan. 1, 2011. 

Meanwhile, SB 535 by Sen. Leland Yee (D-San Francisco) has been amended 
to nearly match AB 1500. A previous version of SB 535 allowed both white and 
yellow stickers to sunset, but created a new sticker for plug-in hybrids. The cur-
rent version continues HOV lane access without any sunset for white stickers, 
allows yellow stickers to sunset in 2011, and drops the plug-in hybrid sticker. 
Yee wants to allow single-occupant HOV lane access for pure electric vehicles 
as well, and may amend the bill further to reflect that. (The Coalition believes 
electric vehicles are already included in the white sticker category.)

Federal authority remains an issue. The federal law allowing single-occupant 
ILEVs and low-emission or energy-efficient vehicles to use HOV lanes expires 
Sept. 30. A new federal transportation bill is due this year, but there’s no word 
yet on whether Congress intends to extend the access provision.

Bill attempts to address outdated funding formulas Another Lieu bill, AB 
1527, makes it possible for a vehicle emissions reduction project funded by 
the Carl Moyer Program or Prop. 1B to also receive AB 118 funds or federal 
funds, provided they result in additional reductions.

The Moyer and Prop. 1B programs focus on reducing criteria air pollutants.  
Both determine the cost-effectiveness of an emissions reduction project using 
a formula based on the amount of emissions reduced and the dollar amount 
granted to achieve those reductions.

With AB 118 funds now available to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, 
clean transportation advocates see opportunities to combine funds from multiple 
sources to achieve GHG as well as pollutant reductions. But they’re concerned 
that if funds used to reduce GHG emissions are included in the cost-effective-
ness calculation for reducing criteria pollutants, the cost-effectiveness of AFV 
projects will be artificially lowered. The fear is that if a project qualifies for, say, 
$20,000 in Moyer funding and $30,000 in AB 118 funding, the Moyer formula 
would calculate cost-effectiveness using the $50,000 total award, instead of the 
$20,000 actually being spent to reduce criteria pollutant emissions. The result 
would unfairly inflate the cost of reducing air pollutants, making diesel projects 
more cost-effective.

Now that the state is looking to reduce greenhouse gases as well as pollut-
ants, it’s time to take a fresh look at funding criteria, according to Jamie Hall, 
policy director for CALSTART, which is sponsoring the bill.

“We certainly agree that the problem is real and ought to be solved,” says 
Coalition Executive Director Pete Price. “The state is not going to achieve its 
goals for reducing petroleum use and greenhouse gases if we continue to use 
cost-effectiveness calculations that have the perverse result of continuing our 
dependence on diesel fuels.”

CALSTART is working with the Coalition and others to move the bill forward. 
“We’re trying to make sure everyone’s concerns are addressed,” Hall says. ◗

http://www.cngvc.org
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Alternative Energy and Advanced 
Transportation Financing Authority.
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee May 18.
SB 535 | Author: Yee
In brief: Amended to extend HOV 
lane access for single-occupant 
alternative fuel vehicles (“white 
stickers”) as long as authorized by 
federal law.
Details: In its current form the bill 
is nearly the same as the Coalition-
sponsored AB 1500. Yee plans to 
amend the bill to ensure access 
for pure electric vehicles as well as 
NGVs. (See story, page 2.)
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee May 18.
SB 626 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the California 
Public Utilities Commission, in 
consultation with the CEC, CARB, 
electric companies, and the auto 
industry, to implement policies en-
suring sufficient infrastructure for 
widespread use of plug-in hybrids.
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee May 18.
SB 632 | Author: Lowenthal
In brief: Requires the ports of Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, and Oakland 
to give the Legislature an assess-
ment of their infrastructure and air 
quality improvement needs, includ-
ing total costs.
Details: The bill requires the ports 
to focus on projects that improve 
cargo movement efficiency, reduce 
traffic congestion, and reduce 
cargo-related air pollution.
Status: In Senate Appropriations 
Committee May 18.
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National Biomethane Summit | June 23 | Sacramento
Researchers, scientists, producers, and other stakeholders will present the latest 
applications, technology, and successes at this conference hosted by the California 
Natural Gas Vehicle Partnership. It will also cover funding opportunities and 
provide networking and off-site tours. Details: www.biomethanesummit.com

Cummins Westport ISL G Beats 2010 Emissions Standards In in-use emissions 
testing, an urban transit bus powered by Cummins Westport’s ISL G natural 
gas engine has recorded emissions significantly lower than the 2010 EPA and 
CARB heavy-duty standards.

To test the ISL G under real-world vehicle operating conditions, Cummins 
Westport, with the support of the Sacramento Regional Transit District, com-
missioned Sensors Inc. to perform an in-use tailpipe emissions test in accordance 
with the EPA’s Heavy Duty In-Use Testing guidelines.

The test was conducted on a 2008 40-foot Orion VII Low Floor natural gas 
bus powered by an ISL G 280 engine. The vehicle was driven on city and high-
way routes. The EPA in-use testing procedures controlled engine emissions 
over the full range of speed and load combinations commonly experienced in 
vehicle applications. 

Clean Energy Acquires Exterran Holdings Fueling Station Business Clean  
Energy has entered into an agreement to acquire the natural gas fueling sta-
tion business of Exterran Holdings. 

The $5.9 million acquisition includes natural gas station operations and 
maintenance contracts for eight fueling facilities serving four transit operators: 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority; Montgomery 
County Transit in Maryland; the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority in Washington, D.C.; and the Massachusetts Bay Transportation 
Authority in Boston. Together, the facilities deliver approximately 25 million 
gasoline-gallon equivalents of natural gas fuel annually.

NGVs Shine in Europe Heavy-duty and passenger NGVs in Europe are delivering 
great results. In the UK, an Iveco recycling and street cleaning truck powered 
by liquid biomethane generated from landfill gas produced 62 percent less 
CO2 than comparable diesel vehicles during a six-month on-road trial. In the 
demonstration, the truck’s fuel consumption displaced 444 liters of diesel fuel 
per month, with a 30 percent cost savings. Iveco is now gearing up production 
of a right-hand drive truck. 

On the light-duty side, the natural gas–powered Volkswagen Passat 1.4 TSI 
Trendline Ecofuel was named the most environmentally friendly car in Europe 
by the German drivers’ association Allgemeiner Deutscher Automobil Club. The 
car scored 92 points out of 100: 42 out of 50 points based on on-road testing of 
CO2 emissions and a full 50 points based on the Ecotest for pollutants. The 
Toyota Prius placed second.

Chrysler-Fiat Deal Could Mean NGVs for the U.S. Market The Chrysler-Fiat 
merger could bring Fiat’s natural gas vehicles to the United States, reports 
GreenCar.com.

“Fiat is a world leader when it comes to developing, building, and marketing 
natural gas vehicles,” the article says. “In 2008, Fiat sold 68,000 NGVs and 
hopes to sell 120,000 in 2009.”

Fiat offers a range of CNG-gasoline bifuel vehicles, and would be in a position 
to invest “significant resources toward making these vehicles a market success 
in the U.S., including advertising needed to market NGVs in this country,” 
according to the article. Get the full story at http://www.greencar.com/articles/
chrysler-fiat-merger-could-bring-natural-gas-vehicles.php.
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