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n  Kenworth Options: Company adds Cummins Westport engine

n  LA Metro Solicitation: Transit agency seeks 900 new CNG buses

n  New Partnership: Landi Renzo USA, Leggett & Platt team up

The Coalition is tracking the 
following bills and others 
related to alternative fuels 
and vehicles throughout the 
legislative session. 

AB 591 | Author: Wieckowski
In brief: Requires the owner 
or operator of a well using 
hydraulic fracturing to report 
on chemicals used. Also requires 
the history of the well to note 
the amount and source of water 
used in exploration or produc-
tion and the radiological compo-
nents or tracers injected into it. 
Status: This bill stalled last 
year but will be amended and 
pursued again this year.

AB 1900 | Author: Gatto
In brief: Addresses various 
aspects of biomethane produc-
tion, transportation, and use in 
California. Requires the devel-
opment of gas testing proto-
cols, quality standards, utility 
purchase requirements, and 
accounting protocols to ensure 
that benefits are not counted 
more than once.
Status: Referred to Assembly 
Utilities and Commerce Com-
mittee; hearing set for April 16. 

AB 2196 | Author: Chesbro
In brief: Seeks to establish con-
ditions for sources of and the 
delivery method used for land-
fill and digester gas counted 
under the Renewable Portfolio 
Standard program.
Status: Referred to Assembly 
Utilities and Commerce Com-
mittee; hearing set for April 9. 
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CEC Awards More than $8.5 Million
AB 118 buy-down funds go largely to NGVs for vehicles 
in all classes; more funds may be in the offing

The CEC has approved $8.554 million in buy-down incentives for natural gas and propane-
powered vehicles from Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program 

(AB 118) funds. 
A total of $12.7 million was available through Program Opportunity Notice (PON) 11-603. All 

$6.45 million earmarked for NGV incentives has been reserved—enough for 357 NGVs—along 
with the $1 million available for propane school buses. But only a 
small fraction (9 percent) of the $5.26 million available for propane-
powered light-, medium-, and heavy-duty vehicles has been reserved 
to date. A CEC spokesperson said additional NGV money from unused 
incentive funds is likely to be available soon.

“The fact that NGV incentive reservations continue to get snapped 
up quickly illustrates how great the market potential is for NGVs,” 
says Coalition President Tim Carmichael, “and we’re pleased to hear 
that the CEC envisions additional funding.”

The recently approved NGV buy-down incentives go to:
 n Crane Carrier Co., $884,000 for 34 NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater gross vehicle 

weight (GVW) range. 
 n Kenworth, $884,000 for 34 NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater GVW range. 
 n Navistar, $400,000 for 20 NGVs in the 14,001 to 26,000 pounds GVW category, and $884,000 

for 34 heavy-duty NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater GVW range. 
 n Arata Equipment Co., $884,000 for 34 NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater GVW range.
 n Peterbilt Motors Co., $884,000 for 34 NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater GVW category. 
 n Autocar, $884,000 for 34 NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater GVW range.
 n Greenkraft, $400,000 for 20 NGVs in the 14,001 to 26,000 pounds GVW category. 
 n Towne Ford (Redwood City), $80,000 for 10 NGVs in the 8,501 to 14,000 GVW category. 
 n A-Z Bus Sales, $384,000 for 12 NGVs in the 26,001 pounds and greater GVW range, and 

$200,000 for 10 natural gas buses.
 n Hansel Ford (Santa Rosa), $56,000 for seven NGVs in the 8,501 to 14,000 GVW category.
 n Serramonte Ford (Colma), $64,000 for eight NGVs in the 8,501 to 14,000 GVW category.
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‘The fact that NGV 
incentive reserva-
tions continue to 
get snapped up 
quickly illustrates 
… the potential.’
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AB 2405 | Author: Blumenfield
In brief: Exempts a vehicle that 
qualifies for California’s “white 
sticker” or “green sticker” clean 
car programs from toll charges 
imposed on single-occupant 
vehicles in high-occupancy/toll 
(HOT) lanes, unless prohibited 
by federal law.
Status: Referred to Assembly 
Transportation Committee; 
hearing set for April 16.  

SB 1455 | Author: Kehoe
In brief: Requires the CEC and 
CARB to coordinate efforts to 
attain the target in the State 
Alternative Fuels Plan: alterna-
tive fuels must account for at 
least 26 percent of fuel used in 
on-road and off-road vehicles 
by 2022.
Details: Co-sponsored by the 
Coalition and CALSTART. Also 
requires the agencies to report 
on progress toward the goal 
and implementation status  
every two years, beginning 
Nov. 1, 2013, in the Integrated 
Energy Policy Report, and to 
assess how proposed regulations 
would affect the goal.
Status:  Referred to Senate 
Transportation and Housing 
Committee; hearing set for 
April 10. 
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biweekly by the California  
Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition.

Editor: Thinkshift Communications

© 2012 California Natural Gas  
Vehicle Coalition. All rights reserved. 

Contact the CNGVC at:

1029 K Street, Suite 24
Sacramento, CA 95814
phone: 916-448-0015
fax: 916-448-7176
e-mail: editor@cngvc.org
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Kenworth Adds Heavy-Duty Cummins Westport ISX12 G Engine Kenworth is expanding 
its product line by offering the Cummins Westport ISX12 G heavy-duty natural gas engine 
in regional haul, vocational, and refuse trucks. The ISX12 G, which runs on CNG or LNG, 
will be available with the Kenworth T660, Kenworth T800, Kenworth T800 short hood, and 
Kenworth W900S.

“The ISX12 G will really complete Kenworth’s line of factory-installed natural gas engines, 
which includes the 15-liter Westport HD and the 8.9-liter Cummins Westport ISL G,” said Andy 
Douglas, Kenworth national sales manager for specialty markets. 

LA Metro Solicits Bids for 900 CNG Buses LA Metro, which already operates more than 
2,200 CNG-powered buses, is soliciting bids for up to 900 40-foot, low-floor CNG transit buses. 
Funding has been approved for 550 buses to replace vehicles scheduled for retirement by 2015. 
The agency plans to purchase the remaining buses in the near future for use starting in 2016. 
Bids are due on April 5. More information here. 

Leggett & Platt Teams with Landi Renzo Leggett & Platt Commercial Vehicle Products 
(CVP) has partnered with Landi Renzo USA to implement CNG fuel systems on Ford E Series 
vans. Leggett & Platt CVP installs the Landi Renzo integrated CNG system at its Ford E Series 
ship-through facility in Elyria, Ohio.

In a statement announcing the partnership, Andrea Landi, president of Landi Renzo USA, 
said, “Landi Renzo is proud to be partnering with Leggett & Platt to bring cost-effective and 
efficient CNG upfits to the U.S. fleet market. Their long history of innovation, high-quality 
standards, and process management capabilities make them an ideal partner.”

Montebello Buses Get New CNG Station Montebello Bus Lines recently celebrated the 
completion of a $2.4 million CNG fueling facility. Currently, the Los Angeles–area transit agency 
has seven buses powered by CNG, 45 gasoline-electric hybrids, and 14 diesel buses that are 
scheduled to be replaced by CNG buses by 2014. The station was built by Clean Energy and uses 
two state-of-the-art booster compressors and two primary compressors. The booster compres-
sors allow the station to deliver nearly 500 gallons of natural gas per hour.
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 n American Honda, $198,000 for 66 Honda Civic Natural Gas vehicles, in the up to 8,500 
pounds GVW range.
The buy-down program awards incentive reservations in blocks to vehicle manufacturers or 

their designated dealers. The incentives are passed on to the individual buyers at the point of 
sale. Applications from manufacturers for the program are considered on a first-come, first-
served basis. To benefit from the incentives, purchasers must agree to operate the vehicles in 
California at least 90 percent of the time for three years. 

The CEC previously awarded nearly $20.5 million through the program. Check the Alternative 
and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program page for future PONs. w
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2012 Alternative Clean Transportation (ACT) Expo | May 15–17, Long Beach 
ACT Expo showcases the latest in advanced clean vehicle technologies and funding opportu-
nities. The agenda includes sessions on the latest vehicle technology, infrastructure develop-
ment, and keys to successful implementation of fleet projects. Get details here. 
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