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n	 Incentives: CARB considers changes to Moyer program
n		News Briefs: South Coast AQMD ousts executive director

The Coalition is tracking the fol-
lowing bills and others related 
to alternative fuels and vehicles 
throughout the legislative session. 

AB 1555 | Author: Gomez

In brief: Appropriates $1.7 billion 
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduc-
tion Fund for 2015–16 to fund 
low-carbon transportation and 
infrastructure projects; clean-
energy communities; and com-
munity climate improvements, 
wetland and watershed restora-
tion, and carbon sequestration.

Status: Awaiting committee 
referral.

AB 2415 | Author: Garcia

In brief: The California Clean 
Truck, Bus, and Off-Road Vehicle 
and Equipment Technology 
Program establishes heavy-duty 
truck incentives for 2018–2023. 

Details: Requires the state to 
support the commercial deploy-
ment of existing zero- and near-
zero-emission heavy-duty truck 
technologies by spending which-
ever is greater: $100 million or 
half of the funds allocated each 
year for the development of 
those technologies.  

Status: Awaiting committee 
referral.

SB 1043 | Author: Allen

In brief: Requires CARB 
to increase the sustainable 
production and use of RNG, 
ensuring that it provides direct 
benefits to the environment. 

Status: In Energy, Utilities, and 
Communications Committee.
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CARB Proposes LCFS Monitoring Regulation
2016 changes aim to improve data quality, support CARB 
auditing, and boost market transparency in credit markets

Proposed changes to the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) Program include a mandatory 
regulation for monitoring and verification that CARB staff say would ensure data quality, 

support CARB auditing, and enable greater transparency for the credit market. CARB’s 2016 
updates to the LCFS, presented at a public workshop March 8, also include pathway release 
dates and a new dashboard.

“As the LCFS program continues to ramp up, it makes sense for CARB and program partici-
pants to want more monitoring and transparency,” said Tim Carmichael, outgoing Coalition 

president. “The challenge will be designing a regulation that achieves 
this with reasonable costs.” 

At the workshop, CARB staff described the framework for an LCFS 
Monitoring and Verification Program, which is intended to prevent 
fraud and sustain the integrity and durability of the program.  
The program maintains CARB’s current “buyer beware” policy while 
aiming to inspire confidence among buyers in the LCFS credit market. 

The regulation’s scope would span third-party validation, monitor-
ing, and verification of carbon intensity; third-party monitoring and 

verification of fuel volumes; and CARB monitoring and oversight of LCFS credit transactions. 
CARB will accredit the third-party verification bodies and individuals. 

CARB has asked for comments on the proposed framework by March 22 and is planning  
a second public workshop in the second quarter. 

Pathway Release Dates CARB also released pathway certification updates, noting that it has 
received more than 400 new and recertification Tier 1 and Tier 2 pathway applications since 
November. Staff are reviewing and releasing applications in batches by fuel type to avoid giving 
any one company a competitive advantage.  

The anticipated pathway release date for ethanol applications is March 30; June 30 for biodiesel 
and renewable diesel; and Sept. 30 for CNG and LNG. CARB will schedule additional workshops 
before the release dates. 

New Dashboard to Add Transparency The proposed dashboard is designed to improve LCFS 
transparency. It will provide a snapshot of the program through charts and graphs, including 
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Regulation

‘The challenge 
will be designing 
a regulation that 
achieves this with 
reasonable costs.’

http://www.cngvc.org/
http://www.arb.ca.gov/fuels/lcfs/lcfs_meetings/03082016pathway_presentation.pdf
http://www.cngvc.org
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SB 1383 | Author: Lara

In brief: Requires CARB to 
implement a strategy to reduce 
short-lived climate pollutants  
to below 2013 levels by 2030.

Status: Awaiting committee 
referral.

SB 1402 | Author: Pavley

In brief: Directs money 
from the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund toward the 
in-state production of low-
carbon alternative fuels using 
sustainable feedstocks. 

Status: Awaiting committee 
referral. 

SB 1405 | Author: Pavley

In brief: Requires technical, 
nonsubstantive changes, which 
have not yet been defined, to 
the CEC’s alternative fuels plan.

Status: Awaiting committee 
referral.

SB 1425 | Author: Pavley

In brief: Requires technical, 
nonsubstantive changes, not 
yet defined, to the Alternative 
and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle 
Technology Program.

Status: Awaiting committee 
referral.
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weekly credit transfer activity reports, performance of the LCFS, LCFS credit price and credit 
transaction volumes, major sources of crude supplied to California, and more. Charts will be 
updated monthly, quarterly, or annually, depending on the data. The dashboard also will include 
a calculator for estimating the LCFS premium for low-carbon-intensity fuels.

The workshop presentations for the LCFS, along with the proposed framework and guidance 
documents, are available here. CARB is accepting comments by email. w
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CARB Discusses Moyer Program Updates

CARB reviewed changes to the Carl Moyer Air Quality Standards Attainment Program required 
by SB 513 and discussed implementation goals in a trio of public workshops March 3–10 

around the state. 
The legislation updates the Moyer program so it continues to contribute to air quality 

improvement with significant revisions: the program will now allow funding clean energy 
infrastructure projects, and applicants will be able to combine Moyer funds with money from 
other programs without penalty. The legislation also adjusts cost-effectiveness limits based on 
actual costs of technology and applicable regulations, and requires CARB to streamline the 
administration and implementation of the program.  

SB 513 requires CARB to adopt new program guidelines by July 1, 2017. CARB’s goals for 
implementation include maintaining creditability, ensuring that guidelines work for both large 
and small districts, and simplifying guidelines and program implementation. Implementation 
ideas presented at the workshop included increasing funding amounts to reflect the higher 
costs of near-zero and zero-emission technologies for heavy-duty vehicles as well as raising 
cost-effectiveness limits in ways that encourage fleets to choose clean technologies over con-
ventional technologies. 

The board is planning a second round of workshops this summer and hopes to publish draft 
guidelines by the end of the year. Current information about the 2017 Moyer updates, along 
with workshop slides, is available on the CARB website. w

South Coast AQMD Ousts Executive Director The 13-member board of the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District voted 7–6 on March 4 to dismiss longtime executive director Barry 
Wallerstein. The board also reaffirmed their December vote for a weaker emission reduction 
target for the largest industrial sources of pollution in the region.  

A new Republican majority on the board put Wallerstein’s performance on the meeting’s 
agenda, and moved forward with the ouster despite strong public support for Wallerstein. 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, quoted by the Associated Press, expressed concern that the 
board will roll back the air quality standards that Wallerstein worked since 1997 to establish. 

The AQMD named its CFO, Michael B. O’Kelly, acting executive officer. No allegations of 
wrongdoing or mismanagement were made at the public hearing.

Sacramento, San Diego Join Energy Secure Cities Coalition The mayors of eight major 
U.S. cities, including Sacramento and San Diego, have pledged to transition their municipal 
fleets to vehicles that run on natural gas and electricity. The Energy Secure Cities Coalition 
plans to grow to at least 25 cities nationwide and has pledged to take 50,000 petroleum-
powered vehicles off the road by 2025, saving 500,000 barrels of oil each year. Joining 
Sacramento and San Diego are Atlanta; Charlotte, North Carolina; Indianapolis; Rochester, 
New York; and Orlando and West Palm Beach, Florida.
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