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News Briefs
Coalition Website New, expanded site launches
Port Fees L.A., Long Beach begin clean truck collections
Calendar Conferences bring stakeholders together

INSIDE   
Coalition Launches Membership 
Drive The Coalition has revised 
its membership structure and is 
seeking to significantly expand 
membership to support its work 
with regulatory agencies and state 
lawmakers. 

“We’ve made great progress in 
recent months, and this will help 
us build the broad base we need 
to continue that success,” says Co-
alition Chair Bill Zobel. “Expanded 
membership will give us a more 
powerful voice.”

The Coalition is the only full-time 
advocate for expanded NGV tech-
nology and market development 
in California. State regulators are 
developing policies that will af-
fect alternative fuel and vehicle 
markets for decades to come. NGV 
stakeholders must participate in 
this process to ensure that NGV 
technology holds it own against 
better-publicized alternatives. 

If you sell NGVs or related prod-
ucts, provide natural gas fuels, 
operate an NGV fleet, or support 
NGV advancement, Coalition mem-
bership ensures your voice will be 
heard. Members at the new, afford-
able Associate level receive access 
to member-only website content, a 
listing in the online member direc-
tory, and e-mail updates on crucial 
regulatory and policy issues. As-
sociates also may provide input on 
Coalition discussions and decisions. 
Organizations that join at the top-tier 
Sustaining level will have a seat on 
the board of directors and can vote 
on Coalition decisions.

Contact Justin Malan at 916-
448-1015 or justin@cngvc.org to 
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Coalition Makes Case for Funding
Comments on draft AB 118 investment plan detail how 
NGVs can help state meet short- and long-term targets

The Coalition’s latest comments on the draft investment plan for the Alterna-
tive and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program created by AB 
118 emphasize the need to meet 2020 greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction man-

dates and the benefits NGVs can provide in both the near and the long term.
The comments, filed with the CEC Jan. 23, support the current funding 

balance, which favors low-carbon fuels and fuel-efficiency projects in the first 
two years (see CalNGV News, 1.12.09). The CEC has been getting pushback 
from those who think most funding, even early on, should go to less-developed 
technologies expected to produce major reductions by 2050.

Plan must meet statutory standards The Coalition embraces the 2050 goal 
and believes natural gas has an important role to play in meeting it, but “we be-
lieve it is important 
… to take seriously 
the explicit statutory 
directive in AB 32 
to achieve the 2020 
GHG reduction tar-
get and the explicit 
executive directive to 
reduce the carbon intensity of the state’s transportation fuels by 10 [percent] 
by 2020. The Commission simply cannot casually look past 2020 in its desire to 
reach the 2050 targets.” Moreover, AB 118 calls for deploying existing technolo-
gies and a diversity of fuels, and for funding “projects that optimize alternative 
and renewable fuels for existing and developing engine technologies.” 

The current plan is the result of an agreed-upon process—establish the rela-
tive contributions of each fuel and vehicle category to meeting 2020 and 2050 
goals, then conduct a “gap analysis” to determine where new funding is needed. 
Yet at the Jan. 8 AB 118 Advisory Committee meeting, some argued that the 
funding gap for natural gas and NGVs should be ignored or downplayed.  

“CEC staff reached conclusions on funding needs based on an analytical ap-
proach endorsed by the Advisory Committee,” the comments say. “The accuracy 
of the staff’s analysis has not been challenged. We believe it is inappropriate 
and inconsistent with the Advisory Committee’s own accepted criteria to now 
argue that the results of the analysis should not be followed in determining 
the proper allocation of funds.”

Renewable natural gas could replace 
85 percent of diesel fuel used for 

transportation in California.
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learn more and join.

New Website Launches The 
Coalition has a new website (www.
cngvc.org) designed to better serve 
members and support NGV advo-
cacy. The site promotes NGVs as a 
technologically advanced solution 
to climate change, petroleum de-
pendence, and clean-air challenges, 
and provides information about the 
Coalition’s advocacy work, mem-
bers, and member benefits. 

A section devoted to NGVs pro-
vides a comprehensive overview 
of their benefits, how they reduce 
emissions, fueling infrastructure, 
available vehicle types, and more. 
A news section, primarily serving 
journalists, provides key resources 
and issues of this newsletter from 
2007 to the present.

The site serves Coalition mem-
bers with a password-protected 
section containing downloadable 
documents, such as in-progress 
comment letters and filings; meet-
ing information, including agendas 
and minutes; and links to online 
resources.

Ports To Begin Clean Truck Fee 
The ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach will begin collecting fees for 
their clean truck programs Feb. 
18. The fees will provide funds for 
replacing old, dirty diesel trucks 
serving the ports.

Cargo owners are responsible 
for paying the Clean Truck Fee. Fee 
collection was originally slated to 
begin last November, but was de-
layed twice by an extended Federal 
Maritime Commission review.
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NGVs provide long-term benefits Objections to funding NGV projects at the 
staff’s recommended level stem from the beliefs that technologies providing 
the greatest GHG reductions through 2020 will not be able to provide 2050 
reductions, and that the state must focus on meeting the 2050 goal even at 
the expense of achieving the 2020 mandates. The Coalition argues that the 
first objection is untrue for NGVs and the second presents a false choice—the 
state can meet both targets. 

Conventional natural gas has been the most successful alternative fuel of 
the last 20 years, the comments say. According to CARB analyses, natural 
gas’s carbon intensity is nearly 29 percent lower than diesel’s and 30 percent 
lower than gasoline’s. The Coalition urges the CEC to refine its fuel categories 
to recognize this: currently, fuels are designated Low Carbon if they show at 
least a 40 percent GHG emissions reduction. 

“If that threshold were accurately applied, it would exclude fuels, including 
natural gas, that meet the 2020 LCFS goal,” the comments say. “Surely such fu-
els should be considered Low Carbon fuels and qualify for AB 118 funding.”

The plan also largely overlooks the tremendous GHG-reduction potential of 
renewable natural gas (biomethane, or biogas) as a transportation fuel. CNG 
from landfill gas, for example, has a carbon intensity of 11.01—88.5 percent 
lower than gasoline or diesel fuel—and should be classified as a Super Ultra 
Low Carbon fuel (82 percent carbon reduction), not an Ultra Low Carbon fuel 
(60 percent carbon reduction) as it is now, the comments say.

California has enormous renewable natural gas resources. Current, in-use 
technology can generate 121 billion cubic feet (bcf) of biomethane from land-
fills, wastewater treatment plants, and animal feedlots—enough to replace 
29 percent of the diesel fuel used for transportation in California in 2007. 
Add another 250 bcf  from dry biomass, converted to biosynthetic natural gas 
(bio-SNG), and renewable natural gas could replace 85 percent of diesel fuel 
used for transportation in California.

This resource would get the state much closer to the 2050 goal for GHG 
reductions from the medium- and heavy-duty transportation sectors than the 
current plan, which forecasts a huge shortfall in reductions.

NGV technologies are a platform for the future NGV technology has 
advanced steadily to achieve ever-lower criteria pollutant emissions and 
greater efficiency, and it is flexible enough to provide a crucial step toward 
2050 technologies, the Coalition points out.

The state’s network of natural gas fueling stations can be upgraded to 
supply hydrogen. And NGVs are ripe for advancements such as hybridization 
and ultraclean fuel blends. Use of hydrogen-CNG blends, for example, creates 
early demand for hydrogen fueling infrastructure while reducing emissions 
significantly, the comments point out. ◗

calendar

Clean Heavy Duty Vehicle Conference March 16–18 | Long Beach
CALSTART’s annual conference and expo brings together stakeholders from 
policy makers to manufacturers to discuss challenges and opportunities in heavy-
duty AFV markets, and learn about new products. Details: www.calstart.org

Faster Freight, Cleaner Air California March 23–25 | Long Beach
This forum explores clean alternative energy options, and technologies and 
programs for combating climate change. Topics include financing and reducing 
the carbon footprint of goods movement. Details: www.ffcacalifornia.com

Alternative Fuels & Vehicles April 19–22 | Orlando, Florida
This Alternative Fuel Vehicle Institute’s conference and expo is aimed at 
fleet decision makers, with more than 200 government and industry leaders 
presenting sessions on trends, research, policies, and products and services. 
Details: www.afv2009.com
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