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February 12, 2014 
 
Mr. Kevyn Piper 
California Energy Commission 
Contracts, Grants and Loans Office 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-18 
Sacramento, California  95814 
Email:  Kevyn.Piper@energy.ca.gov 
 
Re: Program Opportunity Notice-13- 609 (PON-13-609), Pilot-Scale and Commercial-
Scale Advanced Biofuels Production Facilities. 
 
Dear Mr. Piper: 
 
The California Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition is very concerned about the eligibility 
restrictions incorporated into Program Opportunity Notice-13-609 (PON-13-609), Pilot-
Scale and Commercial-Scale Advanced Biofuels Production Facilities.  In particular, we are 
concerned with restrictions on the eligibility placed on biofuel produced from landfills. 1  
 
The exclusion of landfills as a feedstock contradicts the direction in the 2013-2014 
Investment Plan Update for the Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology 
Program adopted in May 2013.  In that Update the CA Energy Commission states on page 
32:   

Assembly Bill 341 (Chesbro, Statutes of 2011, Chapter 476) set a state goal of 
reducing, recycling, or composting 75 percent of solid waste by 2020 and requires 
the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to report to the 
Legislature on progress toward meeting this goal. This goal should support 
prelandfill biomethane production by increasing the availability of organic waste 
feedstocks. The Energy Commission supports this target and will consider 
prioritizing prelandfill biomethane production in future solicitations over landfill 
gas projects, while still allowing landfill gas projects to compete.  [Emphasis 
added] 

 

                                                           
1 See Section II, Eligible Projects in which biomethane feedstocks include only “pre-landfilled waste-based 
biomass sources including, but not limited to, agricultural residues, woody biomass and forest residues, 
animal manures, food waste, and MSW.”  Anaerobic Digester Facilities are the only referenced projects with 
regard to eligible MSW projects. 
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We urge the CEC to remain consistent with its policy and allow landfill gas projects to 
compete in this and future PONs in which biomethane will be eligible.  We further request 
that an addendum be issued on PON-609 to correct this apparent error. 

In all respects, biomethane that is produced from landfills offer all the environmental and 
energy benefits resulting from prelandfill feedstocks, while meeting the Energy 
Commission’s goal of maintaining a portfolio of diverse fuels and technologies.  These 
projects also help meet the long-term goal of seeing multiple types of in-state biofuel 
production succeed.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tim Carmichael 
President 
 

 
Cc:   Randy Roesser 
 Jim McKinney 
 
 


